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Checkmate: A Visual Companion to “I Should Quit, Right?”

Charley Koenig

In this infographic, I wanted to visually map out the various paths I took 
in my attempts at learning to play chess. Learning a new literate activity, 
or perhaps learning anything new in general, is almost always messier and 
more complicated than we initially think it’s going to be. Those paths often 
got dicey for me—even discouraging at times. Starting with learning from 
my partner, Kyle, Take 1 was a combination of  intense information overload 
plus intense frustration. Take 2 started a little better as we slowed down 
significantly, but it eventually followed the same trajectory as Take 1. For 
Takes 3 and 4, I tried playing on my laptop so I could look things up at my 
own pace. Although the computer helped organize the information I needed 
to learn, I could only get so far playing bots in assisted mode, so crashes and 
roadblocks were inevitable. But as I continued to come back to the task in 
different ways with various tools or supplemental resources, I slowly started 
to build my knowledge, comfort level, and skill in chess. Finally, during Take 
5, the real possibilities of  the game began to open for me. By combining the 
digital tools available via my computer with the physical board in front of  
me, along with a human I knew as my opponent, I was finally able to feel 
comfortable trying my strength. Unfortunately, I didn’t get so far as winning 
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a game. However, there were a lot of  little accomplishments that added to 
my confidence and my willingness to keep moving forward (I mean, sure, 
I understand a lot more chess terms now, but did you see me castle all by 
myself ?). So, though it’s an ongoing effort for me, I now know (some of) how 
to play chess. I’m also more aware of  my natural uptake, and I’m conscious 
of  learning strategies that might work well for me in future new learning (or 
writing) situations.

Checkmate
(Chess Frustration - 4, Me - 1?)

NOPE!

~ frustration ~

Too reliant on 
computer??

Stuck on 
"assisted"

setting!

CRASH!

~ new

frustration ~

STOP!

I get overloaded 
with terms, 
references, 

strategies, in-
jokes...

He demonstrates 
moves, we have 
practice rounds 

(less pressure), he 
plays clips from 
Twitch streams...

I can go at my 
own pace, 

understand how 
pieces move, start 
thinking through 

moves...

I should
quit,
right?

*Take 1: Kyle 
tries teaching 
on a physical 

board

My first ever move
—already illegal.

WTF is
"en
passant"?

STILL...

*Take 2: Kyle 
slows down

 

*Take 3-4: 
Computer-
assisted 
learningScreenshot of Chess.com

giving me hints as I play a bot.

I can talk out possible
moves with a human

that I know well!

I got to "castle"
on my own, IRL,

in a game!

I get the tactile
satisfaction of moving

pieces on a physical board!

TO BE
CON'T...

Next, what's an endgame?
How do you endgame?

How do you win??

Should I start
watching Twitch
chess streamers?
(lol no)

Is the
mobile app
worth it?

*Take 5:
Computer 

knowledge + 
practice w/ 

Kyle

A moment where I
felt like I knew things
—when I castled all
by myself.

I'm able to see how (some)
terms & strategies

play out IRL!
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