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Everyday Writing Researchers: A Collaborative Co-Interview Dialogue

Anya Gregg and Kevin Roozen

Anya Gregg and Kevin Roozen conducted a GWRJ 
co-interview where they asked each other questions 
about their perspectives on everyday literate activity and 
writing research. The following transcript excerpts selected 
portions of their co-interview, and includes Kevin’s and 
Anya’s thoughts as they reflected on their exchange.

Touring a “Hidden World” of Writing

If  you’ve ever wondered what every day writing researchers—people who are 
always looking for, examining, and trying to understand more about writing 
and how it works in the world—talk about when they get together, this 
KWTTIJWZI\Q^M�KW�QV\MZ^QM_�LQITWO]M�[PW]TL�WٺMZ�[WUM�QV[QOP\��The Grassroots 
?ZQ\QVO�:M[MIZKP�2W]ZVIT�[\Iٺ� QV\ZWL]KML�\_W�M^MZaLIa�_ZQ\QVO�ZM[MIZKPMZ[��
Anya Gregg and Kevin Roozen, and got them talking about writing. Anya 
/ZMOO�Q[�I�[MTN�QLMV\QÅML�_ZQ\QVO�ZM[MIZKPMZ�_PW�Q[�K]ZZMV\Ta�\ISQVO�I�OIX�
year but plans on attending ISU in the fall of  2021 and double majoring in 
psychology and writing. Kevin Roozen is a writing researcher who works at 
the University of  Central Florida and examines the various kinds of  writing 
people do in their lives and how it functions across their lifespans. In this 
collaborative co-interview and dialogue, we’ve woven together some selected 
excerpts from the dialogue between Anya and Kevin during their hour-long 
Zoom exchange as they talked about writing, what tools they use to do it, and 
how it functions in their lives.
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The central theme of  Anya and Kevin’s conversation about writing 
might best be captured in this brief  exchange, which emerged as they were 
\ITSQVO�IJW]\�ITT�\PM�LQٺMZMV\�SQVL[�WN �_ZQ\QVO�\PMa�LW�QV�\PMQZ�M^MZaLIa�TQ^M[�
that rarely gets noticed:

Anya: (laughs). That’s really interesting. I get so excited about this 
���JMKI][M�Q\�ZMITTa�Q[�I�PQLLMV�_WZTLٺ[\]
Kevin: I love that phrase. A hidden world.

)VaI¼[�KWUUMV\�IJW]\� \PM�¹PQLLMV�_WZTLº�WN �_ZQ\QVO�XZW^QLML�I�\MTTQVO�
\W]KP[\WVM�NWZ�\PMQZ�KWV^MZ[I\QWV��<PMQZ�LQITWO]M�UW^ML�QV�UIVa�LQٺMZMV\�
directions, but Anya and Kevin’s talk always seemed to circle back to the 
densely textured worlds of  writing people are continually immersed in, 
and yet that too often remain fairly invisible. Across the pages that follow, 
_M¼^M�\PZMILML�\WOM\PMZ�XWZ\QWV[�WN �\PMQZ�KWV^MZ[I\QWV�\W�WٺMZ�I�JZQMN �\W]Z�
WN �\PM�\WXQK[�\PMa�M`XTWZML��QVKT]LQVO�\PM�UIVa�LQٺMZMV\�SQVL[�WN �_ZQ\QVO�
\PI\�\M`\]ZM�\PMQZ�TQ^M[��\PMQZ�MVKW]V\MZ[�_Q\P�¹_ZQ\QVO�OWVM�_ZWVO�º�\PMQZ�
U][QVO[�WV�_PI\�KW]V\[�I[�¹ZMITº�_ZQ\QVO��IVL�\PM�XW[[QJQTQ\QM[�\PMa�QUIOQVM�
for writing instruction in school.

Welcome to Our Hidden Worlds of Writing

It’s probably no surprise that two people really interested in continually 
learning more about the hidden world of  writing around us would talk about 
their own writing. As everyday writing researchers, we both spend a lot of  
time looking at and thinking about writing, and also doing a lot of  writing 
ourselves. But as we read back through our conversation, we were both pretty 
interested to see the particular kinds of  writing each of  us discussed. One of  
\PM�ÅZ[\�SQVL[�WN �_ZQ\QVO�\PI\�3M^QV�UMV\QWVML�_I[�\PM�_ZQ\QVO�PM�LWM[�QV�
the little notebooks that he has carried in his back pocket for a long time. In 
ZM[XWV[M��)VaI�JZW]OP\�]X�\PM�LQOQ\IT�_ZQ\QVO�[PM�LWM[�][QVO�LQٺMZMV\�IXX[�
WV�PMZ�XPWVM��IVL�ZMÆMK\ML�WV�[WUM�WN �\PM�VM_�OMVZM[�WN �_ZQ\QVO�[PM�[MM[�
emerging from people’s use of  digital writing technologies.

Kevin: So, one of  my favorite texts to think about, when I think about 
writing, are these notebooks that I keep (see Figure 1 on the facing page). I’ve 
kept them for about twenty-seven years.

Anya: Oh my goodness.

Kevin: I carry these in my back pocket. I’ve been doing this since I took a 
RWJ�[MTTQVO�W]\LWWZ�XW_MZ�MY]QXUMV\��1�][ML�\W�[MTT�TI_V�UW_MZ[�IVL�[\]ٺ��
And I’ve kept these little books for twenty-seven years. And this is what I 
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think of, like, this is probably the writing I use the most, every day of  my life. 
And it’s just kind of  funny how I look at these sort of  things, little highlighted 
notes I write to myself. I’ve written articles on these little pads of  paper. I’ve 
SMX\�LI\M[�WN �JQZ\PLIa[�IVL�[\]��1ٺ\¼[�R][\�I�VMI\�TQ\\TM�\M`\��IVL�UW[\�XMWXTM�
probably don’t even notice it, but for me, everything is right there. And I 
think it’s kind of  a neat thing.

[. . .]

Anya: . . . Your notes. I would never be able to do that. I’ve tried keeping 
planners, I’ve tried keeping notebooks, I’ve tried keeping diaries, I’ve tried 
M^MZa\PQVO��1�R][\�KIVVW\�LW�Q\��<PM�WVM�\PQVO�\PI\�1�KIV�LW��1¼^M�ÅO]ZML�W]\��Q[�
use my phone. So I put all of  my schedules and all of  my appointments, and 
all of  my important reminders and everything on the apps on my phone (see 
.QO]ZM���WV�\PM�VM`\�XIOM���?PQKP��IK\]ITTa��Q[�I�LQٺMZMV\�NWZU�WN �_ZQ\QVO��;W��
I feel like it’s sort of  this nebulous thing, that everyone is kind of  unique at. 
AW]�SVW_��-^MZaWVM�PI[�I�LQٺMZMV\�_Ia�WN �ZMUMUJMZQVO�\PQVO[�WZ�WN �OWQVO�
about writing something.

Kevin: I love that point, how both of  us are taking notes and remembering 
things, but I’m doing it using a notepad and a black pen, you’re doing it 
_Q\P�][QVO�IXX[�WV�aW]Z�XPWVM��1V�I�_Ia��_M¼ZM�LWQVO�^MZa�LQٺMZMV\�SQVL[�WN �
writing, but in a way we’re doing very similar kinds of  writing.

[. . .]

Figure 1: Pages from the notebook that Kevin keeps in his wallet.
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Anya: I’m a typical teenager: I’m on my phone for, like, many hours a day. 
I’ve actually found that there’s some really weird, upcoming new genres of  
writing. Like Instagram captions. Like, the little caption you put under your 
XQK\]ZM�QV�WZLMZ�\W�OIQV�UWZM�NWTTW_MZ[�IVL�[\]ٺ������� TQSM��_PI\�LW�aW]�LW�
\W�LW�\PI\'�)VL�1¼^M�NW]VL�\PI\�PI[P\IO[�IZM�WVM�WN �\PM�KWV^MV\QWV[�\PMZM��
IVL�aW]�_IV\�\W�SMMX�Q\�ZMITTa�[PWZ\��IVL�������Q\¼[�[\]ٺ�TQSM�\PI\�OWQVO�QV\W�Q\��1�
would have never have known [to look at], unless I was a writing researcher 
and really looked into it.

“Different Things That Are Kind of Smashed Together”

And from that early exchange about our notebooks and phone apps, our 
conversation about our writing branched out in some interesting directions. 
8ZM\\a�[WWV��_M�_MZM�\ITSQVO�IJW]\�\PM�LQٺMZMV\�SQVL[�WN �_ZQ\QVO�QV^WT^ML�
QV�XMWXTM¼[�PWJJQM[��)VaI�JZW]OP\�]X�\PM�WVTQVM�¹KW�_ZQ\QVOº�[PM�LWM[�_Q\P�
other people about a web series she enjoys and all of  the inventive ways they 
[UI[P�IVL�JTMVL�LQٺMZMV\�OMVZM[�\WOM\PMZ��IVL�[PM�TI\MZ�UMV\QWVML�[WUM�WN �
the texts involved in her horseback riding. Kevin described the wealth and 
^IZQM\a�WN �LQٺMZMV\�SQVL[�WN �_ZQ\QVO�LWVM�Ja�PQ[�VMQOPJWZ��I�ZM\QZML�PQOP_Ia�
engineer who is building a model train set in his house.

Figure 2. Screen captures of  the apps Anya uses on her phone.
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Anya: Another one of  my hobbies. I say that I like to write, but when I’m 
writing I oftentimes like to write with other people. So, like, they’ll write for 
one character of  the narrative and I’ll write for another character of  the 
narrative, and it’ll kind of  intertwine. And I’ve found that really fascinating. 
It’s actually very common online.

Kevin"�?PI\�SQVL�WN �KPIZIK\MZ[��TQSM�NIV�ÅK\QWV�SQVL�WN �_ZQ\QVO'

Anya: Yeah. Mhmm.

Kevin"�?PI\¼[�aW]Z�NIVLWU'

Anya: (Laughs). I have a couple. I really like certain anime. My Hero Academia 
is one of  them.

[Anya’s Note: This fandom I write for is a group of  web series called the 
slenderverse]

Kevin: Wow. Do you write with just one other person, or are there even 
UWZM'

Anya: Oh, oftentimes there are even more.

Kevin: Wow.

Anya: So, yeah. It’s really cool. I’m even, right now, I’m in an entire server 
just dedicated to these people writing out these characters, albeit, they are 
made up by the people writing, but it’s just solely for these characters to 
QV\MZIK\��)VL�1�ÅVL�\PI\�I�ZMITTa�NI[KQVI\QVO�UQ`�WN �VIZZI\Q^M�IVL�XTIa_ZQ\QVO�
IVL�ITT�\PM[M�LQٺMZMV\�\PQVO[�\PI\�IZM�SQVL�WN �[UI[PML�\WOM\PMZ�\W�UISM�\PQ[�
fun, new hobby.

Kevin: So you and all these other people, and you’re just making it as you 
go. That’s so exciting.

Anya: Yeah. Because very often I feel like when I write it’s sort of, me writing, 
and then other people seeing it and reading it. But I feel like this is sort of  a 
weird kind of  co-writing. Where two, three, and four people are writing the 
same thing at once.

[. . .]

Anya"�0W_�IJW]\�aW]'�?PI\�Q[� \PM�UW[\� QV\MZM[\QVO�[WZ\�WN �_ZQ\QVO�\PI\�
aW]¼^M�KWUM�IKZW[[�TI\MTa'

Kevin: So, the most interesting. There’s just so many. But one of  the most 
interesting ones was that I have a neighbor who is setting up a model train set 
in his house. And I was talking to him the other day, and he started showing 
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me, like, all these maps and schematics and engineering drawings, to lay out 
the model train set, and build it and everything. And he could spend hours 
just telling me about it, showing me all these little drawings he’s done and 
taking pictures, cutting pictures out of  a magazine, and pasting it up to see 
what it looks like.

Anya: Mhmm, yeah.

Kevin: But it’s just so interesting. He’s making notes to himself, and he’s 
doing these drawings, he’s taking these measurements. He’s taking pictures 
WN �W\PMZ�XMWXTM¼[�\ZIQV�[M\[��1\¼[�R][\�[W�IUIbQVO�\W�UM��\PM�IUW]V\�WN �MٺWZ\�
that he puts into it. I think it’s just incredible, what people do with texts. On 
their own, inside of  school or outside of  school. It really is remarkable.

Anya: And I feel like, I don’t think there is a hobby that doesn’t involve some 
sort of  text. Like, I know that football has plays that they have to write, and 
memorize. I do horseback riding, and we have certain patterns that we have 
to memorize. And there’s text even, on signs during some shows and things, 
and there’s rules you have to read, and directions you have to read, and 
everything. So I feel like there really isn’t a hobby where you don’t have to 
read something. Or write something.

“Writing Gone Wrong”

1V�ILLQ\QWV�\W�\ITSQVO�IJW]\�[WUM�WN �\PM�LQٺMZMV\�SQVL[�WN �_ZQ\QVO�_M¼^M�
encountered and that fascinate us, we also touched on some examples of  
_ZQ\QVO�_M�PIL�M`XMZQMVKML�\PI\�PIL�OWVM�¹_ZWVOº�QV�[WUM�_Ia��7VM�WN �
the things that allows writing to remain hidden is that we don’t tend to 
notice it when it works the way it should. It’s when writing goes wrong in 
some manner that it becomes really visible to us, and all of  a sudden we 
pay attention to it. Kevin discussed his personal experience with writing 
some comments on an anniversary card that didn’t produce the result he 
imagined. Anya talked about the writing on an aspirin bottle that she’d seen 
on a TV commercial that had caught her attention. Later, she recounted her 
experience of  bringing her published /?:2�article to her English teacher, 
which prompted an unexpected reaction.

Kevin: The one that sticks out to me, though it’s going to sound a little 
strange. I was newly married. And it came time to celebrate my anniversary, 
Ua�ÅZ[\�IVVQ^MZ[IZa�_Q\P�Ua�_QNM��IVL�[W��1�_I[�^MZa�XZW]L�WN �Ua[MTN��1¼L�
gone out, like a week before, I’d found the perfect card, I’d hidden it away, 
and then I had written something in it, and so I gave it to her. We had a 
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dinner, our anniversary dinner, and I gave her my card, and she read it, and 
R][\�[IQL��¹MP�º

Anya: Oh!

Kevin: So, it wasn’t the reaction I was expecting, so I waited til the next day, 
and, nothing.

Anya: Aww.

Kevin"�;W�IN\MZ�IJW]\�\PZMM�LIa[��1�R][\�I[SML�PMZ��1�_I[�TQSM��¹AW]�SVW_��TQSM��
LQL�aW]�VW\�TQSM�Ua�KIZL��WZ�[WUM\PQVO'º�;PM�[IQL��¹?MTT�º�IVL�[PM�_MV\�IVL�
got it. She’d saved it. And she opened it up, and she showed me, that I had 
basically just rewritten the words that were already on the card

Anya: Oh!

Kevin: You know, I had just kind of  rephrased it in my own handwriting. So 
I was probably thirty-one years old. I may have been thirty. I was old, anyway. 
And that really hit me so powerfully. That, you know, this has consequences! 
1\¼[�VW\�R][\�_PI\�aW]�_ZQ\M��J]\�Q\¼[�IT[W�ITT�\PI\�[\]ٺ�_ZIXXML�QV\W�Q\��IVL�PW_�
obvious it may have looked to her, seeing basically my rephrasing, on the 
W\PMZ�[QLM�WN �\PM�KIZL��;W��\PI\�_I[�WVM�WN �\PM�ÅZ[\�UWUMV\[�_PMZM�1�\PQVS�
Q\�ZMITTa�PQ\�UM�\PI\��¹_W_��Q\¼[�VW\�R][\�I[�[QUXTM�I[�RW\\QVO�[WUM\PQVO�LW_V�
in your anniversary card.” So, I mean you talk about a powerful, every day, 
moment. [. . .] It had consequences. I could feel the palpable weirdness of, 
¹0Ma��PW_�KWUM�aW]¼ZM�VW\�[IaQVO�»)_M[WUM¼�IJW]\�\PQ[�KIZL'º�

[. . .]

Anya: I was noticing the other day as I was just idly watching TV, I noticed 
how on some pharmaceutical commercials and other commercials, their texts 
that they really don’t want you to see but they still have to be there by law, 
and I thought it was kind of  ironic how there are certain texts that the way 
to write them correctly is to write them wrong. So I feel like that, along with 
our experiences with stumbling (laughs), is kind of  funny, actually. Because 
_M�KW]TL�PI^M�JMMV�_ZQ\QVO�\PQ[�KWUXTM\MTa�LQٺMZMV\�\PQVO��IVL�OW\\MV�WVM�
thing wrong, and it could have been fantastic, and we wouldn’t have even 
known it. But, because we were writing this certain genre, you know, we got 
something wrong.

Kevin: Anya, I can’t tell you how many aspirin bottles I’ve looked at, but 
probably never really seen, in my life.

Anya: Oh yeah.
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Kevin: Until you said that. So, like, what do you think made you notice that, 
because people look at aspirin bottles, like all the time, and they would never 
OM\�I\\]VML�\W�\PI\��?PI\�LW�aW]�\PQVS�UILM�aW]�NWK][�WV�\PI\'

Anya: Well, it was a really boring commercial. (Laughs).

Kevin: (Laughs).

Anya: And, I don’t know, I was watching the commercial and there was a 
dog on the screen and whatever, and I was following it along with my eyes 
and I noticed this white blob, right, like, halfway through the screen and I 
_I[�\ZaQVO�\W�ZMIL�Q\��IVL�1�R][\�KW]TLV¼\��IVL�1�_I[�TQSM��¹_Pa�PI^M�\PQ[�PMZM�QN �
aW]�KIV¼\�ZMIL�Q\'º�*]\��\PMV�Q\�WKK]ZZML�\W�UM��¹,]P��TI_[]Q\[�º

Kevin: It’s funny. It’s writing, but it’s almost made, purposefully, not to be 
read easily.

Anya: Exactly. Or like, those bottles of  pills where you have to peel back the 
label to read all about it. Or it makes it purposefully inaccessible.

Anya: Oh my gosh. That was one of  the things that I was really, not 
QUXZM[[ML�_Q\P��J]\�1�O]M[[�I[\W]VLML�Ja��_PMV�1�ÅZ[\�ÅO]ZML�\PQ[�ITT�W]\��
1�_I[�[XaQVO�Q\�M^MZa_PMZM��IVL�1�_I[�TQSM��¹<PMZM¼[�_ZQ\QVO�\PMZM	�<PI\¼[�
writing!” So . . .

Kevin: I love how excited you get about it, like, I feel the same excitement. 
And when you’re smiling, I must be smiling too, because I just think that’s 
pretty cool.

Anya: Oh yeah. I don’t know why I think it’s cool. I think it’s one of  those 
things where, if  you know, you know, and, it’s kind of  a niche topic. I tried 
M`XTIQVQVO�Q\�\W�Ua�JWaNZQMVL�TI[\�VQOP\��JMKI][M�PM�_I[�I[SQVO��¹?PI\�IZM�
aW]�XZMXIZQVO�NWZ'�?PI\�IZM�aW]�LWQVO'º�)VL�1�_I[�TQSM��¹7P��1¼U�XZMXIZQVO�
NWZ�I�_ZQ\QVO�ZM[MIZKP�\PQVO�º�IVL�PM¼[�TQSM��¹?Pa�LW�aW]�ZM[MIZKP�_ZQ\QVO'�
1\¼[�R][\�_WZL[�º�)VL�1¼U�TQSM��¹6WVWVWVW	º�)VL�1�\ZQML�M`XTIQVQVO�ITT�\PQ[�
W�PQU��IVL�PM�_I[�SQVL�WN\�ٺ[\] �OM\\QVO�Q\��J]\�1�NMMT�TQSM�Q\¼[�^MZa�[XMKQIT��1�
guess, to be able to recognize that what you’re doing isn’t exactly what you’re 
doing.

[. . .]

Anya: I actually brought my Grassroots [journal] article to [my teacher]. And 
1�_I[�TQSM��¹7P��aW]�KIV�ZMIL�\PZW]OP�\PQ[��<PQ[�Q[�ITT�IJW]\�_PI\�1�TMIZVML�
TI[\�aMIZ��1¼U�ZMITTa�M`KQ\ML�\W�_ZQ\M�UWZM�º�AW]�SVW_��[\]ٺ�TQSM�\PI\��IVL�1�
came back a couple of  days later and he gave it back to me with the grammar 
corrected.
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Kevin: (Exclaims) Oh, No!

Anya: (Laughs). So, that was a little bit disappointing. But it taught me very 
NI[\�\PI\�LQٺMZMV\�XMWXTM�PI^M�^MZa�LQٺMZMV\�M`XMK\I\QWV[��IVL�KTMIZTa�W]Z[�
weren’t lining up.

Kevin: Yeah. That had to be heartbreaking, you know. To have published a 
piece in Grassroots, which is something that [a lot people] haven’t done.

Anya: Mhmm.

Kevin: And you give it to this gentleman, and he gives it back with some red 
ink on it, with some grammar . . . (groans)

Anya: Oh my gosh. And he sat there. Bless his heart, he was trying so hard 
to explain to me, but he sat there with me for like, ten to twenty minutes, just, 
WP��aW]�SVW_��¹AW]�LQL�\PQ[�_ZWVO#�Q\¼[�[]XXW[ML�\W�JM�TQSM�\PQ[�º�IVL�1�_I[�
TQSM��¹aMIP��\PIVS[�º��4I]OP[��

[. . .]

Kevin: What did it feel like to be published in the Grassroots RW]ZVIT'

Anya"�?MTT��ÅZ[\�WN �ITT� Q\�_I[�IUIbQVO��*MKI][M�1�KW]TL��aW]�SVW_��TQ\\TM�
.ZM[PUIV�UM�KW]TL�_ITS�]X�\W�XMWXTM�IVL�JM�TQSM��¹1¼U�I�X]JTQ[PML�I]\PWZ�º�
(laughs). I could show my teachers this article that I have that is, you know, 
college Freshman/Sophomores read, and, you know, do homework on! And, 
you know, it felt cool to me, but then again, it wasn’t really that interesting to 
my teachers, especially the one that handed my article back with red ink all 
over it. (Laughs).

What Counts as “Real” Writing

1V�ILLQ\QWV�\W�LM[KZQJQVO�\PM�UIVa�LQٺMZMV\�SQVL[�WN �_ZQ\QVO�\PI\�MIKP�WN �][�
is involved in and what we use them for, we also mused about the kinds of  
\M`\[�IVL�\M`\]IT�XZIK\QKM[�\PI\�XMWXTM�I[[WKQI\M�_Q\P�¹ZMITº�_ZQ\QVO��)\�WVM�
point in our conversation, we started talking and thinking about what kinds 
WN �\M`\[�_M�][M�\PI\�UQOP\�VW\�M^MV�JM�ZMKWOVQbML�I[�¹_ZQ\QVO�º�)VaI�\ITSML�
about her experiences with menus while ordering food at a restaurant, which 
prompted Kevin to talk about the sheet music his children routinely use and 
_ZQ\M�WV�I[�\PMa�XTIa�\PM�Æ]\M�IVL�\PM�[I`WXPWVM��4I\MZ��)VaI�UMV\QWVML�
some sewing patterns she used, and the kinds of  texts she uses as an employee 
at a doggie daycare.
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Anya: From the time I was in kindergarten, and I was learning how to read, 
1�_W]TL��aW]�SVW_��ZMIL�I�UMV]�I\�I�ZM[\I]ZIV\��IVL�1¼L�JM�TQSM��¹7P��\PI\�
counts for my pages for the week! Whoo-hoo, I read. Look at me, I’m smart!”

Kevin: (Laughs).

Anya"�)VL�Ua�UWU�IVL�Ua�\MIKPMZ�_W]TL�JM�TQSM��¹6W��VW��\PI\¼[�VW\�PW_�
we read. We read like this.” So.

Kevin"�1[V¼\�Q\�N]VVa��PW_��TQSM��XMWXTM�PI^M�^MZa�LMÅVQ\M�VW\QWV[�IJW]\�_PI\�
reading is. What kind of  materials would be valuable, and what it means to 
ZMIL�\PMU��_PMZMI[��TQSM�ZMILQVO�I�UMV]�NWZ�[WUM�XMWXTM��Q\¼[�TQSM��¹MVPP��
That’s not really reading.”

Anya: Yeah, exactly. But if  you were trying to order something from a 
restaurant you don’t know, probably that would be the most essential reading 
you could do at that moment in time.

Kevin: Yep. I have two kids. I have a son who’s thirteen and my daughter 
is seventeen, and just watching them grow up, and paying attention to all 
of  the things they were doing with, like, the texts around the house. Like 
my daughter loves to draw. And, both of  my kids play musical instruments, 
and so, this kind of  writing (see Figure 3 below) is constantly around my 
house. I do not know how to read music, but both of  my children do. And, 
1�LWV¼\�SVW_�QN �aW]�KIV�[MM�Q\�J]\��\PMa�UISM�\PM[M�IVVW\I\QWV[�WV�\PMZM'�;W�
they’ll be taking their music lessons, but they’re actually spending a lot of  
time writing.

.QO]ZM��"�)V�M`KMZX\�NZWU�I�XIOM�WN �3M^QV¼[�LI]OP\MZ¼[�Æ]\M�[PMM\�U][QK�_Q\P�PMZ�IVVW\I\QWV[�
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Anya: Mhmm.

Kevin"�2][\�[MMQVO�ITT�\PM[M�LQٺMZMV\�\M`\[�IZW]VL��IVL�\PMU�][QVO�\PMU��
PI[�ZMITTa�SQVL�WN �PMTXML�UM�\PQVS�PIZL�IJW]\��TQSM��¹?MTT��_PI\�LW�1�\PQVS�
_ZQ\QVO�Q['�?PI\�LW�W\PMZ�XMWXTM�\PQVS�_ZQ\QVO�Q['º�1�JM\\MZ�XIa�I\\MV\QWV�\W�
what they think writing is, rather than what I think writing should be.

[. . .]

Anya"�?MTT��IK\]ITTa� ZQOP\�VW_�1¼U� \ISQVO�I� [MUM[\MZ�Wٺ� NZWU�[KPWWT�� 1�
work a full-time job. I have this internship with the /ZI[[ZWW\[�?ZQ\QVO�:M[MIZKP�
2W]ZVIT� and I have hobbies I like doing. I ride horses, I write, I sew. All these 
LQٺMZMV\�\PQVO[��IVL�[W�I�TW\�WN �Ua�\QUM�PI[�JMMV�[XMV\�UWZM�QV�\PM�¹VW\�
writing” realm. (laughs).

Kevin"�?PMV�aW]�LW�[M_QVO��LW�aW]�][M�XI\\MZV['

Anya: Oh, yeah.

Kevin"�?W]TL�aW]�KITT�\PW[M�_ZQ\QVO'�?W]TL�aW]�KITT�\PW[M�\M`\['

Anya: See, that is interesting because patterns don’t really have any words on 
\PMU��J]\�\PMa�LW�PI^M�I�_Ia�\PI\�aW]¼ZM�[]XXW[ML�\W�ZMIL�\PMU��aW]�SVW_'�
4QSM�_PMV�I�XI\\MZV�[Ia[��¹\PQ[�Q[�\PM�UMI[]ZMUMV\�PMZM�º�aW]¼ZM�[]XXW[ML�
to add on like a ¼ of  an inch for the seam allowance. And most people that 
read the pattern would just know that, but people who didn’t know how to 

Figure 4: A sewing pattern. Additional inches need to be added when the fabric is cut.



162 Grassroots Writing Research Journal

read patterns wouldn’t know that. That’s actually really interesting, now that 
you bring that up.

Kevin: Isn’t that neat, how you can look at a pattern, a simple thing about 
the measurement, and, you know how to read it like that, whereas I would 
just look at a pattern and see, the pattern, you know. That’s kind of  neat.

Anya: Mhmm.

Kevin"�?PI\�LW�aW]�LW��_PI\�Q[�aW]Z�RWJ'

Anya: I work as a doggie daycare attendant (laughs). So, even that, now that 
1�\PQVS�IJW]\� Q\��1¼U�[]ZZW]VLML�Ja�_ZQ\QVO�M^MV�\PMZM��)�TW\�WN �\PM�[\]ٺ�
that we do. Like, we write down when we take the dogs out to go potty, and 
then we have to initial next to it. And so I’ve actually become really used to 
initialing and signing my name, and everything. And that’s an unexpected 
sort of  outcome of  beginning this job.

Kevin: Like, even taking care of  the dogs, keeping track of  them, when they 
do things, requires some sort of  text to keep track of  it. Your initials on there 
to verify it. I mean, talk about being saturated with textuality. You know, 
from sewing to taking care of  the animals, to co-writing with your friends. 
Your life is just like, saturated with it. It’s everywhere. And, if  you think about 
the variety of  it, it’s just amazing. And, as a writing researcher, I just think 
that the neatest thing in the world, to pay attention to those things.

Possibilities for Writing Instruction

Late in our conversation, we spent some time talking about the kinds of  
writing instruction that people experience in school, and some of  the ways 
_M�_W]TL� TQSM� Q\� \W�JM�LQٺMZMV\��3M^QV�\ITSML�IJW]\�PQ[�LM[QZM�NWZ�XMWXTM�
to maintain really broad notions about what writing is and what it does 
throughout their lives, and to continually be thinking about writing in new 
IVL�LQٺMZMV\�_Ia[��)VaI�U][ML�IJW]\�\PM�XW\MV\QIT�NWZ�QV^Q\QVO�XMWXTM�\W�
examine their everyday kinds of  writing in school as a way to make classroom 
writing instruction engaging and exciting instead of  drop dead boring.

Kevin: I would like it very much if  people [. . .] could kind of  think about 
_ZQ\QVO�QV�ITT�SQVL[�WN �LQٺMZMV\�_Ia[��)VL�1�\PQVS�]T\QUI\MTa�UIaJM�\PM�XWQV\�
is that there’s no one way to think about writing. The whole point is just like 
aW]�[IQL��2][\�KWV\QV]ITTa�SMMX�\PQVSQVO�IJW]\�Q\�QV�LQٺMZMV\�_Ia[��[MMQVO�Q\�
QV�LQٺMZMV\�_Ia[��*MKI][M��TQSM�aW]�[IQL��\PM�_ZQ\QVO�Q[�IT_Ia[�KPIVOQVO��W]Z�
perspectives always have to change, and I think there’s something about this 
[MV[M�WN �_WVLMZ�\PI\�aW]�IVL�1�PI^M��\PI\�_M¼^M�JMMV�\ITSQVO�IJW]\'�<PI\¼[�
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what’ll keep it going for the next generation. And I think Grassroots is such an 
exciting space, because it’s a place for people to kind of  think like this . . .

Anya: Yeah.

Kevin: And let other people think like this, so in your internship I hope you 
get to encounter all kinds of  fun people thinking about writing in all kinds of  
fun ways.

Anya"�7P��1¼U�[]ZM�1�_QTT�� 1¼U�[]ZM�1¼TT�OM\� \W�ZMIL�I�J]VKP�WN �LQٺMZMV\�
IZ\QKTM[��NZWU�I�J]VKP�WN �LQٺMZMV\�XWQV\[�WN �^QM_��)VL�1¼U�ZMITTa�M`KQ\ML�NWZ�
that, actually.

Kevin: Well, if  you ever want to read some published writing researcher 
IZ\QKTM[��IJW]\�XMWXTM�_PW�_ZQ\M�NIV�ÅK\QWV������

Anya: (Laughs).

Kevin: I’ve actually published a number of  them.

Anya"�:MITTa'	

Kevin: So, yeah, some of  my early case studies of  a young woman who 
_ZW\M�NIV�ÅK\QWV�IVL�\PMV�LQL�NIV�IZ\��IVL�PW_�Q\�QV\MZ\_QVML�_Q\P�PMZ�[KPWWT�
writing.

Anya: Yeah. Interesting . . . That sounds really cool.

Kevin"�1�\PQVS�NIV�ÅK\QWV�Q[�[W�NI[KQVI\QVO��1�UMIV��TQSM��ZMITTa��1¼U�R][\�^MZa�
enamored of  people who do it.

Anya"�)VL�R][\�\PQVSQVO�JIKS��QV�UQLLTM�[KPWWT��QN �1�KW]TL�_ZQ\M�NIV�ÅK\QWV�
_PMV�1�_I[�QV�\PQ[�KTI[[�\ITSQVO�IJW]\��aW]�SVW_��¹8ZWVW]V�OWM[�PMZMº�IVL�
�ٺ[\] TQSM� \PI\�� 1�_W]TL�PI^M�JMMV� [W�U]KP�UWZM�MVOIOML��*]\�� TQSM� 1¼^M�
mentioned before, I’m sure you’ve picked it up, that I’m not really pleased 
with the way that school teaches writing. And so I’m very hopeful that this 
does become more commonplace, and that this does become the new way of  
learning writing, too. Because I just, you know, it’s like I said before, as a kid I 
_I[�VM^MZ�TQSM��¹_PWW�PWW	�?ZQ\QVO	º�1�_I[�R][\�SQVL�WN �¹_PI\M^MZº�IJW]\�Q\�

Kevin: (Laughs). And isn’t it funny that you can do it [write in ways valued 
in school], but you don’t get excited about it. But you get excited about other 
kinds of  writing. I get that too. As a teacher I think about that every day. 
How to keep writing exciting. In fact, in my classes, students actually bring 
ITT�\PMQZ�LQٺMZMV\�SQVL[�WN �_ZQ\QVO�QV\W�KTI[[��IVL�_M�_WZS�WV�\PI\��;W��TQSM��QN �
\PMa¼ZM�_ZQ\QVO�NIV�ÅK\QWV��_M�ZMIL�IVL�[\]La�[WUM�WN �\PMQZ�NIV�ÅK\QWV��IVL�
their writing processes. Like, in my class right now, I’ve got somebody who 
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helps his dad do mechanical work on the weekends. And so he brings in all 
these drawings and these notebooks that they keep for working on cars. So, 
that’s pretty cool.

Anya: That’s amazing. Oh my gosh. I wish I was in a class like that. That 
sounds like the perfect class to me. Where I bring in all this writing I’m doing.

Kevin: Wouldn’t it be cool, in a writing class, for your teacher to invite you 
\W�IVITabM�IVL�_ZQ\M�IJW]\�aW]Z�][M�WN �aW]Z�VW\M�IXX['

Anya: Oh my gosh. That would be really cool. But, it never happened 
before. Still waiting for it to happen.

Reflections and Possibilities for the Future

For me (Kevin), reading back through our conversation a number of  times 
really made me realize that being an everyday writing researcher is a very 
LQٺMZMV\�MVLMI^WZ� \PIV�� [Ia�� TWWSQVO� NWZ�WVM�¹XMZNMK\º�WZ�¹JM[\º�_Ia�WN �
writing or form of  writing. Instead, much of  what Anya and I talked about 
helps me to recognize that everyday writing research is really more about 
JMQVO�ITMZ\�\W�ITT�WN �\PM�UIVa�LQٺMZMV\�_Ia[�\PI\�_ZQ\QVO��ITT�[WZ\[�WN �_ZQ\QVO�
for all sorts of  reasons, gets entangled into people’s lives and turned to their 
own purposes. At heart, being an everyday writing researcher is really just 
IJW]\�I�_QTTQVOVM[[�IVL�I�K]ZQW[Q\a�\W�TWWS�KTW[MTa��IVL�LQٺMZMV\Ta��I\�_ZQ\QVO��
and what it does, and how people come to use it, even if  that might carry us 
to texts we didn’t readily consider or settings we didn’t think we’d go. What 
I take away from the discussion Anya and I had about our hidden textual 
worlds is that every day writing is a fascinating place to begin looking at, and 
thinking and talking and researching and writing about, the richly literate 
lives we lead.

For me (Anya), speaking to Dr. Roozen absolutely made my day (more 
like my month), to begin with but I have found now that mundane, trivial 
tasks like keeping a schedule can be fun and exciting if  viewed through a 
researcher’s lens. Our conversation has further assured me that this is 
what I want to do all through college and perhaps even the rest of  my life. 
Writing is such a personal thing that everyone can relate to. Everyone has 
their own unique personal experience with it and I am excited to not only 
KWV\QV]M�OZW_QVO�QV�\PM�ÅMTL��J]\�IT[W�M`XIVLQVO�Q\�M^MV�\PM�[UITTM[\�JQ\�Ja�
contributing my own literary world.
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