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Figure 9: Scan this QR code for 

the website created by Growing 

Grounds Garden Center. 

Other texts relevant to houseplants are books, 

websites, and You Tube videos. When I visited Growing 

Grounds to pick up my first plants, the attendant 

recommended a book by Baylor Chapman, Home 

Sweet Houseplant: A Room-by-Room Guide to Plant Decor. 

Her book provided the information I needed about 

watering, lighting, and placement. The book influences 

the activity system of nurturing my houseplants 

and helps me achieve my objectives. Websites about 

houseplants abound on the Internet. I explored 

Growing Grounds' website (Figure 9) and their gallery 

of plants, which also functions as a catalog of the 

plants they sell. They also have pages for the services 

they provide, accessories, garden tools, and events. As someone who is into 

this literate activity and intends to be there for a while, it is reassuring to 

know I have access to this information. 

YouTube features a large community of vloggers (video bloggers) with 

many subscribers who use the information shared there to learn how to do 

many things with plants. These vloggers are successful landscape artists, top 

gardeners, florists, conservationists, and horticulture professionals connected 

to established organizations. I follow Amanda Switzer of Planterina and 

the Swedish Plantguys. Their content is highly visual, conversational, and 

practical. Not only do they provide useful information to the community they 

cater to, but they also advertise and sell their merchandise. Through these 

resources, I can follow the trajectories of my literate activity to wherever I 

want to go. 

Action not Words 

Writing is more than words, texts, or stories. Writing is the actions, the 

actors, the things embodied and represented (or not). Investigating the 

activity systems related to cultivating my snake plants created a new way for 

me to see the specific actions and decisions related to the psychological and 

social practices I engage with in collaboration with other people and tools to 

achieve my goals of reconnecting with nature and attaining mental wellness, 

physical health, and ambience at home. The activities we participate in, the 

things we make, the people we meet, the places we go, and the tools we use 

are all part of who we are becoming and what writing looks like in the world. 

The world is framed by action, not just words. 
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