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Quarterbacks with ice in their veins notice how everything slows down 

as they lead their team on a game-winning drive. That's how I felt at that 

moment. I couldn't afford to chuck the ball into double coverage and risk it 

being taken away by the opposing team. I would never forgive myself if my 

only opportunity to that point was intercepted before proving I had what it 

took. My post had to be a winner, which it was. The editor said I appeared to 

know what I was doing. Boy, did I have him fooled! He then welcomed me to 

the show ... The Greatest Show on Tuif(or at least on the interwebs). 

At the time, I was among the half-dozen new writers. Football players 

are constantly in the spotlight so they have to develop a thick skin. The 

same applies to sports writing, as I can't cry home to Mama every time a fan 

comments something like, "You are the stupidest person on the planet. May 

the opposing team bus run you over." Or, "I really hope you get maimed by 

your team's mascot while you sleep." 

Luckily those were not real comments, although creative jabs like that 

absolutely would have brightened my day. Sometimes I decide to be clever 

with my word choices, and people dislike them or take 

them too literally (see Figures 10-13 for QR codes to some 

of the articles I wrote for TST). For example, in my first 

year, I had a weekly post that took an inside look at teams 

within the Rams' division. This particular week, their rival, 

the Arizona Cardinals, was blown out by the Detroit Lions. 

I made a play on the name of Lions quarterbackJared Goff 

with the headline, ''.Jared Gaffs a triple bogey in Detroit's 

win over Cardinals." My golf terminology was panned by 

one fan who told me ':A bogey in golf is not all that good 

... it is an over par shot." They really didn't have to do me 

bogrry like that. I think that time I used it right. 

Figure 11: In this post, 

I discuss Tom Brady's 

retirement in 2023. 

Figure 12: In this post, 

I discuss the 2022 Los 

Angeles Rams. 

Figure 10: In this post, I 

discuss 49ers fans flocking 

to Los Angeles for the 2022 

NFC Championship. 

Figure 13: In this post, I 

discuss cornerbackjalen 

Ramsey. 
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