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Picturing Literate Activity: The Magic of a Table

Md. Didar Hossain

How can a table participate in literate activity 
success? Didar Hossain shares a little bit about 
the role of a table in his study habits in this 
Picturing Literate Activity piece.

The table you see in the images is not an ordinary table. I do most of  my 
homework and assignments here. It also contributed to the production of  
a GWRJ article (that I hope you get to read in a future issue). I wrote most 
parts of  that GWRJ article on my laptop sitting at this table (Figures 1 and 
2). I sometimes read lying on my bed, but if  I do that, I easily fall asleep. On 
the other hand, if  I keep a book on this table and sit on my chair to read it, 
that helps me concentrate on my studies a lot better. I keep it organized with 
some books, my laptop, and a water mug. It might not have a lot of  physical 
space, but an organized table encourages me to work smartly and diligently. 
If  the table is organized, it positively impacts my mental state and increases 
my motivation to work because I cannot concentrate on my writing research 
activities at a messy table. Overall, it is an embodiment of  my success, and it 
aids me in the development of  my writing researcher identity.
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Figure 1: Here, I am preparing an outline for 
my GWRJ article on paper. This table lets me 

design my writing research activities.

Figure 2: Here, I am typing my GWRJ article on my laptop. The table makes my typing job a lot 
easier and more productive.
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Didar Hossain is a PhD Student in the Department of 
English at Illinois State University. He likes fishing, play-
ing soccer, and reading books of his choice.
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