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Figure 1: You can read Brianna 

Zangara's article about learning to 

cook by scanning this QR code. 

Figure 2: You can read Charley 

Koenig's article about learning to 

play chess by scanning this QR 

code. 

ISU Writing Program, you may already know the 

components of literate activity. But for those unaware, 

a literate activity is any activity that can use writing 

or language to document and analyze the different 

systems, people, events, tools, objects, or places that 

make up an activity. For example, although fixing a 

car may not be a literate activity on its own, in Kevin 

Roozen's Grassroots article "Unraveling 'Writing': 

Interweaving Maverick Literacies Throughout a 

Literate Life," Dan (a mechanic) used receipts and 

pictures from the purchasing of car parts to create 

a record of the different interactions and tools 

someone would need to repair one. This, in turn, 

created a new literate activity out of fixing up a car. 

Just to reiterate, documenting a literate activity can 

be done with all sorts of activities, especially things 

that are complex, like learning to cook (Figure 1 ), 

or that require a lot of learning and remembering, 

like learning to play chess (Figure 2). It can be as 

simple as writing down how you feel about a subject 

to writing a 2000-page thesis and analysis of your 

activity! Additionally, when learning a new activity, 

you slowly build up your "literacies" over time, as 

Charley Koenig did with learning chess. She used 

various tools, people, texts, and strategies to build her 

knowledge. 

Now that we understand the exciting and complex process of a literate 

activity-documenting the how, why, and where of our learning-it's time 

we dive headfirst into my learning documentation of how I study and learn 

new music for performance. Now there are many different reasons for an 

individual to want to learn music. Most of my efforts are placed into learning 

a variety of the percussion instruments, such as the keyboards (Figure 3), 

drums, and auxiliaries, needed to become a well-rounded percussionist. 

Figure 3: This is a marimba, one of the 

keyboard percussion instruments I spend 

most of my time with. It is the largest of the 

keyboards and uses wooden bars with notes 

laid out similar to a piano that sounds when 

struck by a mallet. 
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