




started to look like what many of us probably imagine 

when we think of libraries. Since then, libraries have 

continued to branch out in new and different ways to 

better serve their communities. This includes different 

types of resources, like DVDs, CDs, audiobooks, and 

sometimes even board/video games. Libraries also 

started working to provide Internet access for their 

communities and spaces for people to get together. 

Internet access in libraries has shown a huge increase 

since 1996, when only twenty-five percent of libraries 

provided Internet access (Bertot and Palmer). 

Before I discuss the different activities and activity 

systems that you can find in a modern-day library, I 

want to start with the most basic version of a library 

activity system: checking out a resource. For this 

system of activity, there are particular things that folks 

need to know and do in order to navigate the library 
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Figure 2: Melvil Dewey created 

the Dewey Decimal System (a 

system used to categorize books 

in libraries) while working at the 

Amherst College library ("Dewey 

Decimal System Day"). This 

system has been in use since 1876 

and is still the most commonly 

used system worldwide. 

and accomplish this goal. These are called literacies. These would include 

things like being able to find the book you want in the library, knowing how 

to check that book out, and finding out when to return it. For these processes, 

we may need some antecedent knowledge. Antecedent knowledge is prior 

knowledge that contributes to processes and texts (ISU Writing Program). 

In this process, this may be things like what kind of books we like, at least 

a loose grasp of the Dewey Decimal System (F igure 2), and possibly an 

understanding of the fines that may need to be paid if the book is turned 

in late. If we don't have this antecedent knowledge, there are also librarians 

who can help us to a certain extent. We can definitely help with the Dewey 

Decimal System. What books you would like? We'll give it our best shot! 

The literacies associated with libraries are what makes libraries accessible to 

community members. 

Don't Judge a Book by Its Cover: It's Not Just 

Checking Out Books Anymore 

What comes to mind when you think of a library? You might have this image 

of a big, quiet, dusty place with tons of books and an old lady whose whole 

job is to shush you if you breathe too loud. It seems boring, right? If you 

don't like to read (and in complete silence), why would you ever go there? 

Well, I'm sitting in ISU's Milner Library as I write this. Although it is 

not a perfect example since it is not a public library, I can see people doing 
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