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Natalie: Yeah, there is a lack of understanding and appreciation for 

multilingual students and experiences. Even though I've only been 

teaching here for a year and a half, I've had a bunch of students 

talking about how they've had instructors who are very rigid, who are 

unsupportive of the idea that there can be a blending of languages or 

some hybridity happening. It seems to be something that is just generally 

frowned upon. I have a group of students who are in Communication 

110 right now who were talking about how they were explicitly 

prohibited from using any African American Vernacular English 

(AAVE) or Spanglish. It was outlined in the rubric saying 

that they can't utilize those language practices. 

Figure 1: For more details about common English language requirements 

D: Yeah, and that's the legacy of homogenous white 

American eyes and policies, especially whenever we're 

thinking about immigration in the US at the turn of 

the twentieth century. International students have these 

discriminatory eligibility requirements that domestic 

students don't, like the TOEFL or IELTS language exams 

(Figure 1 ), even if they might know English a lot better 

or have a better handle of English grammar than a lot 

of US-American-born students. Yet, they have to prove 

English language proficiency and fluency by taking tests 

or enrolling in courses, all of which can be expensive. It's 

definitely another sort of predominantly white institution 

value system that results in discrimination against people 

with diverse, rich knowledge bases in their multilingualism. 

for international students wanting to attend US universities, scan this QR code to see a US government website called Study in the

States. 

Valuing Antecedent Language Knowledge(s) 

Between the limitations placed on students by instructors, as well as the 

arduous testing and education requirements placed on international 

students, it seems clear that the complexity of languaging is often ignored 

by institutions. Schools and government organizations alike have created 

processes for assessing and accessing language tools and resources that favor 

one very specific way of Englishing and stigmatize variation. 

Let's all face the fact that language is messy!!! It isn't as simple as learning 

phrasing and grammar. We all write, speak, and read differently because of 

our antecedent knowledge. We need to embrace the beauty of language 

variation, folks! 

Language reclamation, particularly in the case of sleeping languages 

(i.e., languages that no longer have any fluent speakers), can be tricky in 
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