
Self-Assessment Table for David Giovagnoli’s Spring 2015 ENG 101 Syllabus
Feature Criteria Example from Master Model Example from Own Explanation

Logistics & 
Boilerplate

Details about the instructor’s 
office hours & contact 

information should be clear.

This example meets the stated 
criteria because I selected an 

easy-to-read format and font for 
my contact information and 

placed it near the top of the first 
page. I also included my email 

as a direct link, as this is 
primarily an electronic 

document. This move is also 
made by Rients.

All necessary boilerplate 
language (disability services, 
plagiarism policy, etc.) must 

be included.

Taylor, p. 4
Disability Concerns – Any 
student needing to arrange a 
reasonable accommodation 
for a documented disability 
should contact Disability 
Concerns at 350 Fell Hall, 
438-5853 (voice), 438-8620 
(TTY).

Giovagnoli, p. 4
Accomodations
If you need to arrange an accommodation for 
a documented disability you should contact 
Disability Concerns at 350 Fell Hall, 438-5853 
(voice), 438-8620 (TTY). Please make me 
aware of any accommodations you might 
need well in advance so that we can make 
appropriate arrangements.

My syllabus includes the 
required statement on disability 

services, with a note that 
students should consult with this 
office early in the semester for 

best results. It is near the end of 
the document, before the 

course schedule, as in Taylor’s.

Learning 
Objectives 
& Overview

The ISU Writing Program 
learning objectives must be 

included.

Sánchez-Martín, p. 4 and 
following, beginning with 
“Learning Objectives.”

Giovagnoli, p. 1
Learning Outcomes
Students who have completed this course will 
be expected to have experience and skills in 
the following areas:
IDENTIFYING GENRES
***
CULTURAL AND SOCIAL CONTEXTS

For further information on these learning 
outcomes, please visit the writing program 
website, here.

Sánchez-Martín includes the full 
learning objectives and their 
descriptions, but I elected to 

include only their titles and then 
link to the writing program 

website for a full description, in 
order to save space. This meets 

the criterion by clearly 
displaying how students will be 
expected to learn in the course.

Rients, p. 1
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Giovagnoli, p. 1
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There should be some sense 
of what this particular section 

of ENG 101 is going to be like.

Dooley, p. 1
Mantra  
Language is the product of a 
community and an instrument 
for changing the world.

Giovagnoli, p. 5
“Why #Gamergaters Piss me the F*** Off” 
and “They Won’t Magically Turn You Into a 
Lustful Cockmonster” by Chris Kluwe and 

“The Gay Kicker and the Homophobe” by Eric 
Lueschen

Dooley uses a mantra at the 
beginning of her syllabus to set 
the tone of social justice for the 
course. I do this instead through 
the reading list, using titles that 

students are likely to find 
shocking and/or interesting, and 
which convey a clear theme of 
sex and sexuality, the topic of 

the first two units.

Course 
Policies

Expectations on attendance 
should be clear and follow the 

ISU Writing Program Policy

Trevarrow, p. 2
“‘For a TR course: Two 

absences are unpenalized.
‘Each absence after this 

results in a 1/2 letter grade…”

Giovagnoli, p. 2
Regular and attentive attendance is 

essential for your success in this class. This 
includes both regular class meetings and out-

of-class consultation and committee 
meetings.

To that end, students may miss up to three 
meetings (including consultations and 
committee meetings) without penalty. 

Students missing four through nine meetings 
will be assessed a penalty of one-third of one 

letter grade for each meeting after three 
missed. This penalty will be applied to the 

final course grade, after all assignments and 
any extra credit. 

Missing ten class periods would constitute 
missing over twenty percent of the course 

and will result in a failing grade for the course.

Trevarrow uses the writing 
program policy directly (as 

shown by the quotation marks), 
but I have adapted it to 

specifically match this course, 
and to avoid confusion. I have 
also shown how attendance 
interacts with the non-class 

components of the course, as 
peer grading and peer review 
are very important to the unit 

cycle in my course.


