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ENG 101 Section 004  MWF 8.00- 8.50 am STV 0250 G
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Course Description

Welcome to ISU and to ENG 101! If you have been wondering “why studying Composition as 
Critical Inquiry?” think about how many times in a day you write different sorts of things. What do 
you write about? Who do you write to? Do you always write in the same way? What would happen 
if you wrote in the same way to everyone? Are you aware of these issues?

The goal of this class is to help you answer all these questions with the purpose of gaining insight  
into the way we write from a critical perspective, because as you probably know, writing occurs in  
context, which means that there is a bunch of elements that shape your writing. 
In addition, and most importantly, this class will help you answer the following question: what do 
you do when you have to write something that you have never written before?
In this class, you will develop writing skills in order to become a writing researcher, which means 
that, by the end of the semester, you will know how to deal with any new writing situation 
successfully. 

In order to answer all these questions, we will look at writing through the lenses of CHAT ( Cultural 
Historical Activity) theory, which will enable us to understand how any type of writing takes place.

In this class, you will have the opportunity to: 
 explore different genres,
 explore the activity of writing and the factors that shape it,
 explore what writers from different cultures do when they produce a genre,
 explore your own writing practices and reflect on them,
 transfer (apply) writing skills to new situations. 

This course will be structured in three units that will help us answer the question “how to become a 
writing researcher?”. These are the steps that we will follow: 

• Understanding CHAT theory. What are the factors that shape any writing process?

• Doing genre research/genre analyses. What are the conventions/features of a particular 
genre? 

• Understanding Writing as an activity. What do we do when we write? What happens to us 
and to everything that surround us when we write? How do all those things affect our 
writing? How do we deal with those factors as writers? 

Unit one will be mainly devoted to help you understand  different genres and how to do genre 
research. Moreover, we will focus on how audience´s expectations shape them. 
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In unit two we will focus on CHAT theory and all the factors that are included in it (production, 
activity, socialization, reception, representation, ecology and distribution). In addition, we will look  
at writing as a problem solving activity. Since we will be be familiarized with all the factors that 
play a role in the writing process, we will look at how we deal with them as we write. Mainly, we 
will see how to become writing researchers or how to successfully face any new writing situation. 
Finally, we will be able to reflect on our own writing practices in several ways, you will become a 
self-ethnographer, a researcher about your own writing. 

In the third unit, we will wrap up the knowledge gained in the two previous units and we will dig 
into the cultural views that shape our knowledge and understanding of genres a bit further. 

These are some of the readings we will work with in our class:
The articles in your Grassroots Writing Research Journal. Issue 5.2-Spring 2015
Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi 
What I talk about when I talk about Running by Haruki Murakami 
World recipes
Yes Please by Amy Poehler. 
NPR articles

Homework:
Throughout the whole semester, you will be asked to complete some assignments, read articles, do 
genre analyses, do research...etc. You will either have to complete those assignments on ReggieNet 
and write/take notes on a journal that can be digital, a notebook, a folder...etc. I will collect these  
journals form time to time to make sure you are doing your homework. 

Projects: 
By the end of each unit, you will be asked to submit a project. 
For project 1 and 2 you will work in groups, although you will have to write a self-assessment and a 
peer-assessment reflection individually. For project 1, you will re-write a recipe and for project 2 
youo will create a new genre and reflect on the activity of producing it.  As far as the third/final 
project is concerned, you will have to write a Grassroots article. We will have the chance to discuss 
the instructions for each of the projects in class. 

The due dates for the projects will approximately be the following ones:
Project 1: week 5. 
Project 2:  week 11. 
Final project: week 17.

*Note: all these projects (including the due dates) are subject to change. 

Format and naming expectations of assignments (both on ReggieNet or printed copies). 
Please take into consideration including:

• Course
• Instructor’s name
• Date
• Tittle
• Double-spaced your paper. 
• Upload your file. Name it by suing your last name and the title of the assignment. If your 

complete name is Lady Gaga and the assignment is about Shakespeare, you should name it like 
this: Gaga_ShakespeareAssignment. 

Required Materials
Grassroots Writing Research Journal. Issue 5.2 Spring 2015. 



Access to the Internet.
A Printer or access to a printer (Money on RedBird card). 
A flash drive for backing up files (recommended).
A folder or a notebook for your journal. 

Course Policies

Participation and Attendance 
Students are allowed 3 absences without penalty. Added absences will receive a penalty of 1/3 off 
the student’s final letter grade for the course. 10 absences results in an automatic failing grade for 
the course.
You are responsible for getting handouts or whatever material you may miss and for submitting 
work that’s due on the day you are absent.  
Being late to class can be counted as an absence. 
To sum up, your active participation and engagement in the projects we will see in class is vital to  
achieve the goals of the course.

My approach to teaching
As an instructor, my goal in this class is to promote an environment in which we all can learn from 
each other and feel comfortable in class. So, please do not hesitate to ask questions, or ask for help. 
Please, email me to make an appointment and we will discuss whatever questions you may have. 

I believe that the quality of your education depends on your own efforts, attitudes, and behaviors.  
For this reason, I expect you to put forth  effort to do the work in class and to behave in a 
respectful manner towards your classmates and teachers. Disrespectful language or behavior 
will not be tolerated in or outside the class. 
I do not accept late work. However, if you contact me in advance (not the day before the assignment 
is due) I will be willing to negotiate an extension with you if I find it appropriate. 
If you need to arrange an accommodation for a documented disability, contact Disability Concerns 
at 350 Fell Hall, 309-438-5853 (voice) or 309-438-8620 (TTY).
Phones can only be used for class purposes. 
Disrespectful behavior and/or negative attitudes may me ask you to complete pop-quizzes whose 
grades will count as homework and/or participation. 

Julia N. Visor Academic Center
Free outside writing assistance can be found at the Visor center, which offers tutoring in almost all 
subjects. Call 309-438-7100 to make an appointment or visit 
http://ucollege.illinoisstate.edu/about/visor/  for more information.

Grading
The goal of this class is "learning" rather than "mastering" the production of a particular genre, 
which means that grades in this course are focused on the learning process of approaching a new 
genre. The grade you will get is based on daily work, projects, and participation. Therefore, I will  
give you the opportunity to self-assess your learning process because you know more than anybody 
else if you are making progress or not and the reasons why that happens. Also, peer-assessment will  
be an important part of my grading philosophies. Homework will be part of your grade as well as 
the different planned projects and the notes you take throughout the whole semester. You will have 
to compile a journal with all the homework (including reading responses) and your notes and turn it 
in  by  the  middle  and  the  end  of  the  semester.  Participation  will  be  assessed  by  means  of  a  
participation sheet that will be distributed in class every 4 weeks. You will  have to complete it 
according to your own judgment, but I will decide whether or not your notes on participation are 
correct.
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Attendance & Participation 10 points 

Homework 20 points 

Project 1 20 points 

Project 2 20 points 

Final Project (3) 30 points 

The grading scale is as follows: 

90-100 A consistently  exceeds 
expectations  & 
requirements

80-89 B consistently  meets 
expectations  & 
requirements well

70-79 C consistently  meets 
expectations  & 
requirements, 
minimally

60-69 D consistently  does  not 
meet  expectations  & 
requirements

59- below
F does  not  meet 

expectations  & 
requirements at all

Academic Honesty
Plagiarism is a serious offense; expect any act of plagiarism to be treated according to the academic 
policy of ISU.  Please consult ISU’s policy for information about academic honesty (see below). 
For  more  information,  please  consult  the  Student  Code  of  Conduct  at: 
http://www.deanofstudents.ilstu.edu/about_us/crr.shtml

Learning Outcomes

1. Identifying Genres:
• Students should be able to identify the features of multiple genres, and articulate (through 

verbal or written communication) the differences that separate these genres (this ability to 
include both academic and nonacademic genres).

• Students should be able to document (through verbal or written communication) how the 
features of a particular genre work to shape the genre’s content, style, and structure through 
visual,  conceptual,  stylistic  constraints,  as  well  as  through  the  expectations  of  the 
reader/user.

• Students should be able to  demonstrate  (through verbal  or  written communication) how 
choices in their own writing either conform (or don’t) to the established features of the genre  
in which they are working.

• Students should be able to compare how the features of different genres shape content (and 
knowledge making) in different ways.
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2. Creating Content:
• Students should be able to create content in multiple genres.
• Students  should  be  able  to  employ  cognitive/conceptual  skills  related  to  argument  and 

analysis in their textual productions, and be able to identify the use of these strategies in 
their own productions.

• Students should be able to employ a range of other skills (rhetorical strategies, mechanics, 
style, etc.) and defend these choices as thoughtful response to specific writing and genre 
situations.

3. Organizing Information in Multiple Genres:
• Students should be able to identify the organizational structures that govern different kinds 

of writing genres.

4. Technology/Media:
• Students should be able to identify the technologies (print or digital) and tools necessary to 

produce a text in a given genre.
• Students should be able to decide on and use appropriate digital and print technologies to 

produce a genre (based on the genre’s required features).
• Students should be able to demonstrate (through written or verbal communication) how a 

given  text  is  affected  by  the  use  of  different  technologies  or  media  (in  terms  of  its 
conception, production, and distribution, as well as the potential ways the text may be taken 
up by users).

5. The Trajectories of Literate Activity:
•  Students  should  be  able  to  trace  the  trajectories  of  a  text  (the  path  a  text  takes  in  its 

production, distribution, and use) in reference to the context and history that shape a genre 
or a writing situation in a particular ways. This includes the way a particular instance of text  
is shaped by interactions with people, materials, and technologies; the social and cultural 
forces that shape how a genre is understood and identified; and the potential uses (both 
intended and unintended) that reader/users may devise for the text and its content.

6. Flexible Research Skills:
• Students  should  be  able  to  demonstrate  knowledge  of  how to  find  a  variety  of  source 

materials for research purposes. This should include using digital databases, print material, 
and archival resources.

• Students should demonstrate an awareness of the various methods that can be used to collect 
data (e.g., experiment, observation, various kinds of survey, and interview methods).

7. Using Citation Formats and Citing Source Material in Multiple Genres:
• Students should be able to cite sources correctly according to one or more academic citation 

formats (MLA, APA, CBE, Chicago Manual of Style).
• Students  should  be  able  to  integrate  source  material  into  their  written  projects  in  ways 

appropriate to the projects’ genre(s).2 This includes the ability to cite material correctly, to 
quote and paraphrase source material, and to effectively integrate source material to support 
an argument, persuasive goal, or analysis.

• Students should be able  to  investigate  and demonstrate  how different  methods of  citing 
source material (including academic and non-academic attribution) are shaped by the goals 
and intentions embedded in the citation style. 

8. Grammatical Usage and Sentence Structure:
•  Students should be able to identify how specific genres are defined, in part through the use 

of sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, and vocabulary.
• Students  should  demonstrate  the  ability  to  make  informed  decisions  regarding  the 

appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, and vocabulary in their own writing 
(based  on  an  assessment  of  the  various  genre  features  required  in  a  particular  writing 



situation).
• Students should be able to identify the match between an example of a genre that they’ve 

produced and a representative example of that same genre (in terms of grammar, usage, and 
style). 

• Students should be able to identify in their own writing projects the aspects of sentence 
structure,  grammar,  punctuation,  and  vocabulary  which  require  improvement,  and 
demonstrate through multiple revisions the ability to address these problem areas.

9. Cultural & Social Contexts: 
• Students should be able to identify cultural, political and social interactions that shape or 

influence  how writing  happens in  a  particular  genre  or  situation.  These  might  be  local 
interactions  within a  particular group that  specifically  constrain how a particular  text  is 
produced, or interactions that take place at a national or international level and impact texts 
and genres more generally.


	ENG 101 Section 004  MWF 8.00- 8.50 am STV 0250 G

