
Creating Writing Researchers 
Traditional Writing Classrooms 
 

Writing Research Classrooms  
In a traditional writing classroom, teacher 
research drives instruction for writing 
assignments.  

Typically, the teacher researches the 
conventions of the genre that students need 
to complete. The teacher then provides 
these conventions for the students via rubrics 
and/or listing constraints.   

While students learn to follow the teacher’s 
directions and requirements and may learn 
about that particular writing situation, they 
don’t learn how to do the research 
necessary to support their own writing in a 
particular genre without the support of the 
teacher. 

Students are less able to transfer that 
specific writing teacher-guided writing 
situation to other writing situations.  

 

In a writing research classroom, student 
research drives instruction for writing 
assignments.  
 
Students, instead of teachers, research the 
conventions that they need to follow in 
order to write in the genre they are 
studying and determine via their research 
and application if their product effectively 
represents the genre. 
 
In doing this research and attending to the 
research process, students learn how to 
navigate different and various writing 
situations themselves, instead of being told 
how to follow a list of directions.  
 
The teacher’s role is shifted to facilitator of 
the research process. The student takes the 
lead, diving deep into how writing really 
works, knowledge and skills that can 
transfer to new and unfamiliar writing 
situations.   



Creating Writing Researchers 
Students as writers:  
 

�  Teacher researches and finds 
examples of literature reviews 
to decide which conventions 
they will ask students to use.  

�  Teacher creates a rubric and/
or assignment sheet with the 
conventions and formats that 
students need to use to write 
the literature review.  

�  Students research the content 
that s/he will include in the 
literature review.  

�  Students and teachers discuss 
and respond to drafts of the 
literature review.  

�  Teacher evaluates the final 
product based largely on how 
well the student followed rubric  

Students as writing researchers:  
 

�  Students research literature reviews 
to find examples of the genre to 
analyze.  

�  Students analyze literature reviews, 
comparing and contrasting samples 
to determine the characteristics and 
conventions that they will need to 
follow. 

�  Students research the content that 
they will include in the literature 
review.  

�  Students keep track of their genre 
and content research as they 
complete all of the activit ies 
necessary to learn to write the 
literature review.  

�  Students and teachers discuss and 
respond to drafts of literature review.  

�  Students analyze their finished 
literature reviews and show how 
they learned to write in this genre.  


