
	 PAGE "1

ENG101 at  ISU
What will you learn in ENG 101 
and ENG 101.10?

As	  an	  incoming	  student	  at	  Illinois	  State	  University,	  you	  are	  
already	  a	  highly	  literate	  person.	  	  A	  writer	  -‐-‐	  someone	  who	  has	  
had	  a	  lot	  of	  experiences	  with	  a	  lot	  of	  different	  writing	  situations.	  	  
Regardless	  of	  whether	  you	  think	  you	  are	  (or	  have	  been	  told	  that	  
you	  are)	  a	  good	  writer	  (or	  a	  poor	  writer),	  you’re	  definitely	  a	  
writer.	  A	  literate	  person.	  However,	  Composition	  as	  Critical	  
Inquiry	  (ENG	  101)	  is	  designed	  to	  change	  the	  way	  you	  
understand	  and	  use	  your	  writing	  skills.	  We	  want	  you	  to	  start	  
thinking	  like	  a	  writing	  researcher.	  

Writing	  research	  is	  when	  a	  writer	  looks	  at	  writing	  (any	  kind	  of	  
writing	  in	  any	  kind	  of	  situation)	  and	  asks	  questions	  like:	  How	  
does	  this	  work?	  Why	  does	  it	  work	  this	  way?	  	  A	  Practical	  
Writing	  Researcher	  asks	  these	  questions	  as	  he	  or	  she	  adapts	  
existing	  writing	  knowledge	  in	  a	  new	  and	  unfamiliar	  writing	  
situation.	  The	  practical	  writing	  researcher	  not	  only	  asks	  how	  
and	  why,	  but	  also	  how	  do	  I	  do	  it?	  

	  In	  fact,	  Writing	  research	  is	  something	  you’ve	  already	  done	  –	  
but	  it’s	  probably	  not	  something	  you’ve	  thought	  (or	  been	  taught)	  
much	  about.	  Being	  able	  to	  research	  writing	  effectively	  is	  a	  
fundamental,	  basic	  skill	  that	  you	  can	  use	  in	  order	  to	  be	  more	  
successful	  in	  the	  writing	  you	  do	  for	  school,	  work,	  and	  in	  social	  
situations.	  	  Therefore,	  ENG	  101	  works	  to	  familiarize	  you	  with	  the	  
practices	  of	  writing	  research.	  	  We	  do	  this	  by	  working	  with	  all	  
different	  kinds	  of	  genres	  of	  writing.	  We	  investigate	  these	  
different	  kinds	  of	  writing,	  looking	  at	  how	  writing	  works	  and	  
how	  types	  of	  writing	  can	  evolve	  in	  actual	  situations.	  We	  also	  
practice	  skills	  for	  learning	  to	  produce	  different	  kinds	  of	  writing	  
in	  response	  to	  different	  situations.	  	  	  

Whether	  you	  decide	  on	  ENG	  101	  or	  ENG	  101.10,	  this	  course	  will	  
offer	  you	  opportunities	  to	  hone	  your	  writing	  skills.	  	  You’ll	  learn	  
to	  identify	  important	  features	  of	  different	  kinds	  of	  writing,	  but	  
you’ll	  also	  learn	  how	  to	  apply	  those	  skills	  in	  actual	  writing	  
situations.	  	  In	  addition,	  you’ll	  learn	  how	  to	  investigate	  writing	  
(your	  own	  and	  others’)	  and	  decide	  how	  well	  it	  is	  (or	  isn’t)	  
working	  within	  a	  particular	  genre	  or	  writing	  situation.	  	  You	  
should	  then	  be	  able	  to	  use	  these	  skills	  in	  all	  the	  different	  kinds	  
of	  writing	  situations	  you	  may	  encounter	  at	  ISU,	  and	  in	  your	  
working-‐and-‐writing	  life	  beyond	  school.

OUR LEARNING OUTCOMES 

1. Writing Research Identity: Living and Writing 
in the World. Students will learn to understand 
and articulate how learning new skills and ideas 
affects their thinking and behavior as writers.  

2. Peer and Self-Assessment: Learning to Assess 
What’s Working and What isn’t Working. 
Students will learn to assess their own and others’ 
writing productions, to provide specific and 
accurate evidence to document the successes 
and problems in their writing productions, and also 
offer this kind of evidence-based assessment to 
their peers. 

3. All About Genres: Exploring, Researching and 
Analyzing Genres. Students will learn to identify 
key features of genres, and use specific 
techniques for studying and analyzing genres, with 
the aim of increasing their ability to produce 
effective writing in multiple genres. 

4. Researching Content: How to Find, Evaluate 
and Cite Information. Students will learn to 
identify effective information seeking behaviors for 
a range of research situations. These include skills 
for finding information, evaluating sources for 
validity and usefulness, documenting and citing 
sources, and learning to research literate activity. 

5. Concepts for Studying Literate Activity. 
Students will learn to use concepts of Cultural-
Historical Activity Theory and other important 
terms and concepts as practical writing research 
tools for making decisions about new genres and 
writing situations. 

6. Uptake and Antecedent Knowledge: 
Documenting Knowing and Learning. Students 
will learn specific skills related to documenting 
their knowledge in new writing situations and 
explicitly reviewing what (and how) they’ve 
learned in these situations. 

7. (Multi)media and (Multi)Modalities: The Forms, 
Structures, Tools and Modes of Writing. 
Students will learn skills for creating content in 
different modes and media. 

8. Cultural and Ethical Impacts: Translingual and 
Cultural Studies Approaches to Thinking about 
Writing. Students will learn to consider the 
implications of diverse cultural and linguistic 
influences on the activities of textual production, 
and to produce texts that are responsive to these 
issues within particular contexts.
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Choosing a Course 
Should I take ENG 101 or ENG 101.10?
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ENG 101 classes meet either two or three days a week (for a total of 150 minutes). 

ENG 101.10 is slightly different than 101. It’s a course designed to cover the same material that is 
covered in ENG 101, but 101.10 is structured to provide additional assistance to students in the form 
of writing consultants who offer small group and one-on-one consulting sessions. 101.10 has regular 
class sessions that meet 2-days a week (M-W or T-R) for a total of 150 minutes, and these class sessions 
are pretty much the same as an ENG 101 section.  But in addition to these regular class meetings, 
101.10 students also have an additional meeting with a writing consultant each week.  These are small 
group sessions designed to give students the opportunity to explore concepts and skills from the 
course in small, supportive groups, with a consultant acting as a facilitator.  In addition, students can 
meet with their consultant in one-on-one sessions throughout the semester. So although the material 
covered in ENG 101 and ENG 101.10 is basically the same, the classes are smaller (18 students), and 
the consultant can provide a whole range of different kinds of help with your writing and research skills.  
Because these “writing lab” sessions are an important part of the class, attendance is required and 
participation in the sessions is part of the ENG 101.10 grade. 

Answering the following questions can help you decide which of these two classes 

would be best for you. If you answer “yes” to more than three of these 
statements, ENG 101.10 may be the best course for you.

• I tend not to read very much outside of school settings
• In high school, I did not do much writing
• I usually feel more comfortable when I have someone to talk my writing over with
• I am more confident when someone reads over my writing before turning it in
• I like knowing that I have someone I can ask for help with writing
• I feel like I know how to write an essay for school, but I don’t write much outside of 

school settings
• I don't generally think of myself as a strong writer
• I am not all that confident about my ability to learn new kinds of writing
• I would feel hesitant to discuss my writing with an instructor
• I sometimes worry that new kinds of writing will be too hard for me


