
English 101.10 Sec. 9 — 
Composition as Critical Inquiry 

 
Fall 2013 
Instructor: Evan Nave 
Time: 2:00 p.m.-2:50 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Classroom: Stevenson Hall 250J 
Office: Stevenson Hall 424H (It’s on the 4th floor almost directly across the hall from the 
Economics Department office.) 
Office Phone: 438-2086  
Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 12:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m. (Monday office hours will 
be held at the Uptown Normal Coffee Hound, located at 205 West North Street next to 
Jimmy John’s) and Friday by appointment.  
Course Email: eng101nave@gmail.com (Please direct all course questions to this email 
instead of my personal email. In the Subject line of your email please put your last name 
and the section number of our course [I’ve got 36 unique students this semester and it’s 
difficult to keep all your names straight via email!]) 
 
Required Course Texts: 
 

- The Grassroots Writing Research Journal (available at both campus bookstores) 
- Access to Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, Eleventh Ed. 
- Access to Roget’s Thesaurus  

 
 
Required Course Materials: 
 

- 2 Notebooks (70ish pages, college-ruled, brand doesn’t matter) 
- 1 Pen (pick a style or model that you’ll enjoy writing large amounts of text with) 
- 50 3” x 5” notecards 
- Access to ReggieNet 
- An ilstu email account you check regularly 
- Access to Microsoft Word  
- Access to a reliable computer printer (you will be asked to print off hard copies of 

your writing [and course readings] throughout the semester. It is your 
responsibility to handle all printing and related costs.) 

- 1 USB drive specifically for this course 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



My Course Description: 
 
Human beings write a lot. As a human being, you will encounter many different writing 
situations throughout your life. The more comfortable you are with effectively composing 
in these different writing situations, the more successful you are likely to be as a lifetime 
communicator. The idea behind this course is to get you thinking about all the different 
kinds of writing that exist in the universe. More specifically, this course will introduce 
you to your role as an active member of the literate world. It will train you to calmly and 
confidently recognize, research, remix, and respond/react (tha Roots!) to different writing 
situations. The goal of this course is not to make you a “good” writer. The goal of this 
course is to make you a critical thinker who can take his or her critical thoughts out of his 
or her head and express them in a medium that affects (moves, holds, an audience.)  
 
Department Course Description- ENG 101.10 is a course that is designed to provide 
more hands-on writing experience for students who decide they can benefit from extra 
help with writing. Students self-place into sections of ENG 101.10, which meets 4 days 
per week. The regular class sessions meet 3 days a week (M-W-F), and are taught by a 
single instructor.  The course also requires at least one additional “group consulting” 
session each week, which is conducted by a separate Writing Consultant.  Further, 
students are expected to make use of their relationship with the consultant to make 
individual appointments to discuss their work or get help with their work as needed. 
 
Consultant Description- You will be expected to attend a 1 hour group session with 
your Writing Consultant each week, in addition to the regular 3-times a week class.  
You’ll sign up for lab sessions during the first week of class. You will also be expected to 
schedule one-on-one meetings with your consultant throughout the semester as needed.  
Both one-on-one and group sessions will be spent working on particular skills that are 
directly relevant to your course assignments and/or individual projects. Remember, your 
consultant is here to help you, but he/she is not responsible for your grade or for making 
sure you attend classes or consulting sessions.  
 
ENG 101.10 Course Objectives: 
 
By the end of this course students will be able to: 
 

- Identify features of multiple writing situations (genres) and analyze how those 
features work in different kinds of texts. 

- Use their knowledge and analysis of genres to create content in multiple genres. 
- Use their knowledge of technologies and media to produce different kinds of 

texts. 
- Trace the paths a text takes in its production, distribution, and use, and understand 

how these paths affect writing in different genres. 
- Demonstrate knowledge of how to find a variety of source materials for research 

purposes. 
- Identify cultural, political, and social interactions that shape or influence how 

writing happens in a particular genre or situation. 



- Identify their multiple, varied roles (positions) in a literate world. 
 
Course Projects Overview (Handouts Specifying Project Details Will be Provided) : 
 
Notebook- Over the course of the semester, students will keep a notebook of their 
adventures in a literate learning world. They will write both in class and out of class, with 
the guidance of instructor-supplied prompts and independently. They will fill one 
notebook with handwriting that documents/expresses their thinking/feeling/experiencing 
of the world from mid-August, 2013 to mid-December, 2013. 
 
(Notebook is DUE 12/11/13) 
 
Notebook Genre Analysis- At the end of the semester, students will analyze their filled 
notebooks using genre studies and CHAT. They will, in effect, research their own writing 
over the semester and report on what they notice/learn/discover about their own writing 
and writing processes.  
 
(Notebook Genre Analysis is DUE 12/11/13) 
 
Public Writing Project- Students will create a visual text meant for a public audience. 
This text will focus on projecting an aspect of the writer’s identity (who the writer feels 
she is, where she is from, what she values, what she would like to see changed in the/her 
world, etc.) It will show how the writer uses/combines text, intentions, audience, and 
location to make meaning. Students will also compose an Artist Statement that uses 
language to outline their artistic intentions and places their work in a specific context. 
 
(Public Writing Project is DUE 10/21/13) 
 
Cultural Criticism Project- Students will compose a piece of cultural criticism that 
engages an element of culture relevant to them and/or their peers. This criticism will 
either focus on an element of culture overlooked by mainstream media (that is, students 
will do hype work for something they feel isn’t getting enough play in the world of 
words/images), or an element of culture that needs to be reexamined by contemporary 
readers (students will size up a cultural element/artifact and call it what it is.) Criticism 
pieces will engage notions of Power/Ideology, Race/Ethnicity, Gender, Class, Sexuality, 
Ability, and/or Philosophy/Spirituality. Students will use pieces as a sociocultural 
position-taking device. 
 
(Cultural Criticism Project is DUE 11/18/13) 
 
Small Group Genre Analysis- Each week, students will get in small groups and analyze, 
in depth, a genre selected by the instructor. They will collectively document their ideas 
about each genre and share them with the class. At the end of the class discussion, 
students will turn in their findings. 
 



What Are You Into?- Each Friday, students will take a short time (roughly 5 minutes) at 
the beginning of class to document (via Reggienet) something they are into/curious 
about. They will write about the thing they are into, why they are into it, and why and 
how they would like to go about learning more about it (i.e., getting more into it.) They 
will, in short, write about something that is currently moving them, where it’s moving 
them, and why it could/should move others. 
 
Grading Information: 
 
The grading process for this course is a little different than what many students might be 
used to. I am not so much interested in a student’s writing “talent” or “ability” as much as 
I am interested in the critical thinking processes he or she goes through in the analysis, 
research, and creation of texts. There’s no such thing as a “perfect” writer, so an A in this 
course doesn’t mean that a student is a phenomenal writer; it means he or she has 
critically self-examined him or herself as a writer across many different writing situations 
and come to a solid understanding of him or herself as an active member of a literate 
community. 
 
As a side note: I am happy to talk about grading on a student-by-student basis. I 
understand that the learning, creating, and grading processes in this course might be 
difficult for students to get on board with. We will work together as a learning 
community to understand and accept the assessment of course projects and the attainment 
of course goals. We will not argue with each other, intimidate each other, get overly 
angry at each other, or communicate with each other in aggressive or inappropriate ways, 
as these will do nothing to change the assessment process.  
 
Grading Scale: 
 
This course will use a standard grading scale of: 
 
A= 90%-100%   B= 80%-89%   C= 70%-79%   D= 60%-69%   F= 0-59% 
 
Assignment Breakdown: 
 
What Are You Into? Responses –  75 pts. (5 pts. x 15 weeks) 
Small Group Genre Analyses     – 100 pts. (10 pts.  x 10 weeks) 
Miscellaneous Semester Work   – 100 pts. (Will be assigned throughout the semester) 
Public Writing Project                – 125 pts. 
Cultural Criticism Project          – 150 pts.  
Notebook      – 200 pts. 
Notebook Genre Analysis    – 250 pts. 
 
1000 possible points in the course. 
 
 
Course Participation: 



 
Being a student means more than simply physically being in a classroom. It means being 
present (in every sense of the word) in mind and body, all the time. It means thinking 
critically all the time; it means demonstrating thinking by interacting with peers (and me) 
in an intellectual and creative way. I recommend coming to class every time we meet 
(especially if you want/think you deserve an A in the course). I recommend participating 
in class every time we meet. Students who take these recommendations usually leave my 
classes with grades they are proud of. 
 
Attendance:  
 
As an ISU ENG 101.10 student, you are allowed one week (3 Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday class periods and 2 Tuesday or Thursday tutoring sessions) of excused absences. 
Every absence after 3 classroom or 2 tutoring will deduct 1/3 of a letter (34 points) from 
your final course grade. This is what this rule means in our class: You may miss up to 3 
class periods and up to 2 tutoring sessions without telling me why (I don’t need 
explanatory emails if you’re sick, out of town, whatever). For everything beyond 3 
classroom (and 2 tutoring) absences, you will lose 34 points (out of a total of 1000) off 
your final course grade, no questions asked. If you miss 10 overall class or tutoring 
meetings, you will automatically fail the course. Overall, I am very understanding. I do 
not understand excessive absences from college courses (something students are 
privileged to be attending in the first place). One really awesome way to bother me is 
missing class for no good reason.  
 
Attendance Check-In System: Before each class period, students will fill out a 3” x 5” 
notecard with the following information (I will show an example on the first day of class 
and post the example in the Materials/Resources section of Reggienet): 
 
Their name 
The date of our class meeting 
A dictionary entry of a word they do not know 
An example of the word used properly in a sentence 
 
Students will turn in their cards at the beginning of class as proof of their attendance.  
 
Classroom Conduct: 
 
In order to share ideas, I believe potential idea-sharers have to feel safe with their 
surroundings and peers. I work hard to make our (shared) classroom a safe place where 
people can think and express themselves freely. If anyone’s behavior interferes with 
another student’s (or my) physical, intellectual, emotional, or creative safety, said person 
will be asked to leave the classroom space (and will be considered absent for the day.) 
Significant disruptive or disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated and could result in 
severe disciplinary action. In order to do good work, we have to be good to one another 
and ourselves. 



A brief note about texting or using university computers to access Facebook or 
other non-school stuff: Don’t. It’s rude and will result in loss of attendance points. 
 
Plagiarism and Academic Honesty: 
 
If you have questions about academic honesty, please set up a time to meet with me. I’d 
be happy to talk to you about appropriate intellectual property rights. If you are not sure 
about whether or not something your are doing is against university policy, I recommend 
two things: 
 

1. Check the official ruling in your ISU Student Handbook. Then talk to me about it. 
2. Don’t do the thing. It is better to err on the side of not cheating/lying. 

 
Lying, cheating, stealing, and other dishonest or inappropriate academic behavior will not 
be tolerated. When (not if) you are caught in an act of academic dishonesty, you will 
receive a “0” for the project/assignment and further university disciplinary action could 
be taken. In short, don’t lie, cheat, or steal. It’s disrespectful. I’ll always be honest and up 
front with my students; I expect them to act the same way towards me. 
 
Writing Center:  
 
Free outside writing assistance can be found at the Visor center, which offers tutoring in 
almost all subjects. Call 309-438-7100 to make an appointment or visit 
http://ucollege.illinoisstate.edu/about/visor/ for more information.  
 
A Final Note about Words and Feelings 
 
Certain words, images, and ideas you will encounter in this course might make you feel 
things you don’t like or are not used to (anger, offense, strong opposition, etc.) I am 
aware of this, and in many cases I encourage said words, images, and ideas because they 
push students to think about the world in different ways than they are used to (a very 
good thing). The best way to approach this course and the material contained within it is 
with an open, critical, empathetic, and patient mind and heart. With this being said, I am 
aware that some of the material we cover could be very sensitive to some students. If at 
any time throughout the semester you feel the feelings stated above (or any I didn’t 
mention) due to the content in or operation of the course, don’t keep them to yourself. 
Come talk to me so we can find ways for you to better work/deal with them.  
 
Language and writing should be used to build new thoughts, ideas, and perceptions, not 
destroy them (unless they need to be destroyed in order to rebuild better structures.)  
 
Language can and should do good and even great things. We will try to use it as such.  
 
As a final note: When in doubt, more creative than you think you can be.  
 
 



Accommodations: 
 
Any student needing to arrange a reasonable accommodation for a documented disability 
should contact Disability Concerns at 350 Fell Hall, 309-438-5853 (voice) or 309-438-
8620 (TTY) as soon as possible.  
 
Student Counseling Services: 
 
Adjusting to (college) life can be difficult. Students can receive support from ISU’s 
Student Counseling Services by calling (309) 438-3655 or by visiting room 320 of the 
Student Services Building. Students can learn more about SCS by visiting: 
http://counseling.illinoisstate.edu/counseling/ 
 
 


