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    Acting Program Director, Julie Cheville,                      

              jchevil@ilstu.edu, STV 133 
 

Program Coordinator, Maegan Gaddis, 

mdgaddi@ilstu.edu, STV 133 
 

Our Undergraduate Interns!                                              

Anne Hackett and Nathan Schmidt  

We’re here to help 

Writing Program Assistants (PAs) are available throughout the semester to help you 

address any teaching questions or concerns that you may have. We would also love your 

feedback and suggestions. So stop on by STV 133 or send us an email to set up a 

meeting time!  

English 101 Coordinator: 

Jeff Rients, 414 A, jdrient@ilstu.edu 

  

English 101.10 Coordinator: 

Evan Nave, 414 A, ebnave@ilstu.edu 

  

English 145 Coordinator: 

Deb Riggert-Kieffer, 414 E, dkrigge@ilstu.edu 

  

Professional Development Coordinator 

Shelby Ragan, 201 K, slragan@ilstu.edu 

  

Technology Coordinator: 

Francesco Levato, 413 C, falevat@ilstu.edu 

  

Technology and Research Coordinator: 

Frank Macarthy, 414 B, fwmacar@ilstu.edu 

  

Community Outreach Coordinator: 

David Giovagnoli, 414 B, dgiovag@ilstu.edu 

  

Grassroots Writing Research Journal Editor: 

Sarah Warren-Riley, 414 C, swarren@ilstu.edu 

  

This semester we’d like to welcome Dr. Julie Cheville, who will serve as Acting Director for the 
Writing Program while Joyce is on sabbatical. We’d also like to welcome Shelby Ragan, who will 
be taking over for Michelle Wright as Professional Development Coordinator. And also our 
sincere appreciation to  the Summit presenters, panelists, and commentators…  

  



SPRING 2016 WRITING SUMMIT SCHEDULE  

 

BREAKFAST 

9:00 am — 9:20 am / STV 401 
 

PROGRAM UPDATE & AWARDS 

9:20 am — 9:50 am / STV 401 
  

MIXER: DISCUSS  PROGRAM EVENTS AND RESOURCES 

9:50 am — 10:20 am / STV 401  
  

BREAK  

10:20 am – 10:30 am 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS A: (10:30 am—11:20 am) 
 

CONSULTANT TO INSTRUCTOR/ 219 
 

“Q&A for Master’s Students Teaching for the First Time” 

Panel Organizers: Evan Nave and Jeff Rients 

Panelists: Shannon Harman, Eric Pitman,  

Brad Poling, Mac Scott, and Irene Taylor  

 

WORKSHOP/ 221 A 
 

“Teaching Writing Research through the  

Academic Genre of the Research Paper” 

Ryan Edel  

 

PAYING IT FORWARD/ 221 B 
 

“How Teaching in the Writing Program has Traveled With Me” 

Panelists: Lisa Dooley, Cristina Sanchez Martin, 

Laurel Perez, and Thaddeus Stoklasa 

  
  

The check this 

out feature! 



  

 
INSTRUCTOR COURSE PLAN RECORD 

  

SPRING 2016 WRITING SUMMIT SCHEDULE  

CONCURRENT SESSIONS B: (11:30 am—12:20 pm) 

  

WORKSHOP / 221 A 

 

 “All About OneNote: Making Office365  

Work For Your Classroom”  

Britni Williams 

 

INTEGRATING LEARNING OUTCOMES / 221 B  

 

“The Adlai Stevenson Memorial Lawn Creature Project:   

Integrating the Learning Outcomes in English 101”  

Anne Norton 

 

“Integrating Learning Outcomes” 

Liz Cachey 

  

WORKSHOP /  219 

“Insider Trading in ENG 101: Using Short Writes to  

Discover Antecedent Knowledge, Perform  

Mini-Assessments, and Obtain Valuable Feedback” 

Robin Halsey 

  

LUNCH  
    SOUP, SALAD, BAKED POTATO BAR & MORE  

   12:30 pm — 1:30 pm / STV 401  
 

Be Sure to Sign Up for Learning Outcomes Discussions     

And Workshop Sessions during lunch in 401 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

Spring 2016 Course Plan Record 

 

We’re still working to make our online course plan record work 

well for both instructors and for the Writing Program. The most 

significant issue we’ve found is that the syllabi that many 

instructors turn in don’t provide enough details about assignments 

for us to use them to explain the course to outside audiences. We 

don’t want to change the way you write your syllabi, so the course 

plan record can serve as the location where we collect information 

about the kinds of writing we do in the course. We’re really diverse 

(and we like that), but if we all fill out this record we’ll be able to 

make generalizations and provide information about the kinds of 

writing we do in the course. This will be one more way to protect 

ourselves from outside calls to standardize our course content! 

 

         The Course Plan Record is available online:  

          https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CSF3PKJ 

 

But here is a list of questions you’ll need to answer: 

 

(1) Your Name 

(2) ISU English Dept. position 

(3) Course you Teach 

(4) Number of UNITs in your course 

(5) Then, for each UNIT, you’ll provide the following information: 

(a) Description of the unit -- this can be brief but is should    

      adequately describe the UNIT. (1-2 paragraphs) 

(b) How the writing is assessed (especially if you use peer 

      or self-assessment for grading) 

(c) Choose whatever learning outcomes apply (drop down 

      menu) 

(d) What writing products do students turn in for this unit? 

      categorize the type of writing that you focus on in this  

      Unit. 

 

Finally, you’ll upload a copy of your course syllabus. Thank You! 



SPRING 2016 SUMMIT SCHEDULE CONT.  

WRAP UP: Share Your Learning Outcome Goals 

3:15 – 4:00 / STV 401 

  

  

  

 

AFTERNOON GROUP ROUNDTABLES: 
Which Learning Outcome Interests You the Most? 

Select the Session that Best Represents Your 
Interests, Challenges, and/or Instructional Goals  

for the Upcoming Spring Semester, STV 250 Wing   
  

Session D: Learning Outcome #4 

Researching Your Content: How to Find and  

Evaluate Information and Cite What You Know 

Session B: Learning Outcome #2 

Peer and Self-Assessment: Learning to Assess 

What’s Working and What isn’t Working 

Session A: Learning Outcome #1 

Writing Research Identity:  

Living and Writing in the World 

Session C: Learning Outcome #3 

All About Genres: Exploring,  

Researching and Analyzing Genres 

Discussions 

1:30—2:20 pm  

Break 

2:20—2:30 pm 

Workshops 

2:30—3:15 pm 

Special Topics For NTT Instructors: 

Chat that CHAT: Integrating Cultural Historical  

Activity Theory into the Classroom 

250 A 

250 B 

250 C 

250 D 

250 E 

“Let’s Typify that Response” WordBird video that provides 
an excellent introduction to genre. ~ Sarah 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hEzY--z9cmA 

Episode 11 of our Let’s CHAT podcast features two Writing 
Program veterans sharing their “Tricks of the Trade.”  Well 
worth a half hour of listening time! ~ Jeff 

http://isuwriting.com/2015/03/11/lets-chat-spring-2015/ 

I really like the You Tube videos on learning outcomes five and 
six. I’ve used both of them with my ENG 145 students and my 
advanced 8th grade classes. They work for both audiences, 
and students find them not only entertaining, but also helpful 
in understanding the concepts. ~ Deb 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MJya9zQoMuw & 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wRgAm_bHU1Y 

I actually love the ENG 101.10 instructor notes, which most of 
our instructors probably don’t know about.  These notes are 
really a fantastic way to follow how some instructors in our 
program manage the daily work of teaching writing. ~ Joyce 

http://isuwriting.com/category/10110-instructor-notes/ 

An awesome listen in is: “We Didn’t Invent This Just To 
Screw With You” Podcast sound bite, which helps us think 
about citations as a cool tool for communicating. ~ Michelle  
isuwriting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/LC11-C4.mp3 

 

 

 FAVORITE RESOURCES: TEAM PICKS! 
  

What’s your 

favorite Writing 

Program website 

resource? 

Our interns have been doing fantastic work this semester 
creating resources for you and your students--the new episode 
of Beyond 101 and the Half-Mile project interview are 
definitely my favorite new resources. ~ David http://isuwriting. 
com/2015/12/08/12-mile-project-wes-gaddis-football-coach/ 

http://isuwriting.com/2015/


  

GRASSROOTS WRITING RESEARCH JUST GOT BETTER! 

New Resources: Guide to Teaching with GWRJ Issue 6.2 

Teaching with GWRJ Issue 6.2 document with abstracts for all 

of the new articles and notes about how each article connects 

to the learning outcomes is now available the writing program 

website. http://isuwriting.com/2015/03/10/gwrjournal-issues/\  

 

MINI GRANT INFORMATION 
  

 

 

APPRECIATION AWARDS 
  

Writing Program Mini-Grants 

Did you know the Writing Program offers financial assistance 

for classroom projects? We offer up to three $100.00 mini-

grants per semester to qualifying class projects to help offset 

the cost associated. Spring deadline is February 5th. Visit for 

more information and to apply! 

http://isuwriting.com/2015/02/28/writing-program-mini-grants-2/ 

Appreciation Awards: Each semester we take nominations 

from our instructors and staff. so that we can offer a thank you 

to people who have supported the writing program in some 

significant way.  Winners receive a $35.00 award that allows 

them to select a book from Amazon.com.  This semester’s 

winner are:  Liz Cachey, Kristen Strom, Lisa Dooley, Shannon 

Harman, Shelby Ragan, and Katy Lewis.  

To nominate: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/JGFK8TD.  

  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
  

Better searchability! We’ve revised our isuwriting.com 

website to allow users to search individual articles from the 

Grassroots Writing Research Journal. You’ll be able to enter 

search terms and find articles by Author, Genre Category, 

Title and Writing Program Learning Outcome. This should 

help a lot with using all of the archived articles in your 

classrooms. 

   
New Resources: GWRJ Issue 6.1 online for you!  

                  PDFs of Issue 6.1 (Fall 2015)  
http://isuwriting.com/2015/03/10/gwrjournal-issues/ 

Our spring semester Half Mile Guest Speaker is our 

very own ISU alum, Angela Sheets. She currently works 

as a writing researcher with COUNTRY Financial. In the 

GWRJ interview with her, Angela discusses using CHAT 

methods and activity theory to complete projects in the 

Claims Training department. Congratulations to Irene 

Taylor who will have Angela visit her class to talk more 

with students about her “real world” writing practices.  

The Writing Program will be hiring two 

Grassroots Writing Research Interns for 

the 2016-17 Academic Year. If you have 

students interested in working on editing 

work for the journal, podcasts, and other 

related writing research work, direct them 

to isuwriting.com or have them contact 

David Giovagnoli (dgiovag@ilstu.edu). 

 

 

GOT POTENTIAL INTERNS? WE WILL BE HIRING !   
  

Special Spring Colloquium: CHATting with 8th Graders: 

Laurel Perez’s ENG 101 class will be paired with Deb 

Riggert-Kieffer’s Advanced 8th grade English language 

arts classes in this semester. We are looking for one 

more instructor, so please join these students as they 

discuss the work they do with CHAT, especially as it 

applies to the genre of the GRWJ article, which they will 

also be writing.  

Our Spring Colloquium is scheduled for 

February 25th at 7:00 pm in STV 101. The 

Writing Program Interns, Anne Hackett and 

Nathan Schmidt, will share their GWRJ 

writing experiences, as well as other great 

GWRJ contributors. Please join us! 



Experimental Teaching Group:  In spring 2016 we are 

looking for a group of instructors who are willing to talk with 

each other (and us) about working with students to create 

GWRJ. We definitely hope to get a CWPA or CCCC or other 

conference panel from this group. If interested, contact 

prof.development@isuwriting.com 
 

Participate in a ½ Mile project:  We’re trying to do two of 

these a semester now, so when you see the email asking for 

volunteers to participate with their classes, jump in! 
 

Mini-Grant Projects: These projects provide interesting 

resources for our website and money for you and your 

students to do cool stuff. Check out the project already online 

and consider participating in this project with your students. 

http://isuwriting.com/2015/11/14/mini-grant-proposal-project/  
 

New Web Resources:  Do you see a need for a new 

resource? Propose it and then work with the WP staff to 

develop it.  This could be as simple as creating a single blog 

post to review or explain a resources that already exists 

online. Contact prof.development@isuwriting.com if you are 

interested in participating. 

  

For Development Activities To Help with Your Teaching: 

docs.google.com/document/d/1K9XKogCynt9pa1oi0uNwjvw

uRop4xZeZx5awLspKuy0/edit#heading=h.y5el047uk9v9 

A Note on Professional Development Expectations:  

The expectations for each instructor group are on our website:  

http://isuwriting.com/2015/04/24/professional-development-2/   

 At the end of each semester, instructors can make a note of 

their activities in our end-of-semester record: 

 https://isuwriting.wufoo.com/forms/zqw4olp0jr825k/  

 

Professional Development Activities for Spring 2016: 
 

Instructor Blog project:  We can fund an instructor to blog for 

our website. The goal would be to produce posts about 

resources or about teaching our learning outcomes, information 

other instructors can use.  For more information, check out: 

 http://isuwriting.com/2015/04/01/instructor-blog/  
 

Write a GWRJ article:  Writing for the GWRJ is always a great 

way to stay connected to the program and remind yourself of 

how challenging and interesting being a writing researcher can 

be. Plus, $50.00 honorarium. 
 

Response/Reviews:  Consider working (with your students or 

alone) to write a thoughtful review for one of our GWRJ articles 

or program podcasts. This would be a great way to both think 

about the material and contribute something for other 

instructors. Contact prof.development@isuwriting.com 
 

Self-Assessment Survey: We are working on a self-

assessment project that is designed to help students see what 

ENG 101 can teach them.  Even if your class hasn’t been 

selected to participate in the study, you might want to check out 

the survey and have your students complete it. Here is the link: 

 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SCG9CTS  
 

Information Fluency Checklist:  We’re also piloting a new 

self-assessment, that helps students think about their research 

skills. It might be an interesting tool to help you and your 

students think about what they do (and don’t) know about doing 

research. Visit: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DY37MTW  

 

 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES 
  

  

RESOURCES 

 
Investigating Literate Activity in the 

Classroom, Community, and Beyond 


