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Introduction to Screencast-o-matic 
Joseph Blankson |jblanks@ilstu.edu |438-2064 

A screencast is a screen capture of the actions on a user’s computer screen, typically with accompanying 
audio. The audio track can be the sound from an application being demonstrated, a narrative from the 
presenter, or background audio from another application. Screencasts can be produced in various 
formats, and users generally watch them streamed over a network. 
 
Screencast-o-matic (http://www.screencast-o-matic.com ) is a free web based tool. There is no need to 
install any software and you can use this tool from any machine. 
 
To create a screencast you don’t need to have an account on their system, but it is highly suggested that 
you create one. Account holders have the ability to store screencasts on the Screencast-o-matic site. 
 
1. To register visit http://www.screencast-o-matic.com  

 
Check to ensure that you have the recommended version of Java installed for your operating system at 
http://www.java.com/en/download/installed.jsp  
 
2. To create an account, select 

login at the top left corner 
of the page 
 

 

3. Provide Login or 
Registration  information 

 

 
4. Click Start Recording to 

bring up the Screen 
Recorder  
 
You would see a frame on 
your screen. This is the 
portion that will be 
recorded. 
 

5. Drag and resize this frame 
to surround the recording 
area. Or  
Choose from some 
Standard Sizes (800x600 is 
recommended) 

 
6. Choose Microphone to record 
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7. Set the Recording Volume 

 
8. Click the Recording Button  (red circle) to start recording 

(Maximum recording time is 15 minutes) 
 

9. As you are recording, you can pause and play back what you have done at any time.  
Click the record button again to pick up where you left off. 
 

10. When you’re finished, click on Done 
 

You will now be taken to a new window where you can preview your movie,  

 
11. You can upload to the  screencast-o-matic  site,  

Upload to YouTube or  
Save to a Video file  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Before you upload to SOM: 

a. Give it a Title,  
b. Add a Description 
c. Choose Language  
d. Add Notes 
e. Add Captions 
f. Select SOM Options 

 
13. Click Upload to SOM to begin the encoding process 

 
14.  Then copy and share link 

 
15. Any movies that you upload will be saved in the “My Screencasts” area. Each can be shared through 

a link or email. 
 
Follow this link for a tutorial of Screencast-o-matic:  
http://www.screencast-o-matic.com/watch/c6lIFqX3H 
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