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10 minute Activity Breakout Group 

 

Here are four activities that use the computers to reinforce particular skills in the classroom.  
There are several tips that apply to all of the activities. 

1.  Know (or get to know) your class.  Some classes prefer to be more active as a 
group.  Some prefer to be less active.  Feel free to tweak these activities to fit the overall 
“personality” of your class.  Additionally, some classes will stay engaged in the activity 
for longer than others.  Adjust the timing to suit the attention span of your class (don’t 
assume they won’t do it, just be cognizant of when they are slowing down or losing 
interest). 

2. Make activities purposeful. Activities are not just times to “play” but they should 
be purposeful ways to get students to approach particular skills or tasks.   

3. Debrief with your class after the activity.  Sometimes the connection between 
the activity that you are doing and the writing you are asking your students to do seems 
really obvious to you.  However, those connections are often not as obvious to your 
students (or not as obvious to all of them).  Following up the activity with a few questions 
about what they learned and how that connects to their writing (or to a particular project) 
can lend purpose to your planning and to their understanding. 

4. Don’t be afraid to admit that an activity didn’t work.  If an activity bombs, 
don’t be afraid to admit that it didn’t work.  Often you can “backdoor” the skills that you 
wanted students to obtain by explaining what you wanted them to get out of the activity 
and then asking why it didn’t work.   
 
 

Activities 
 
Research Race 
 
Activity Objectives: 
Reinforce research skills. 
Encourage “deeper” research. 
Demonstrate particular ways to “vet” sources. 
Compile a classroom list of possible sources for a project. 
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Steps: 

1.  Develop a research question or topic. (This can be developed by you ahead 
of time or it can be something that is coming organically out of class 
discussion). 

2.  Explain that they will have a certain amount of time to find one valuable (or 
interesting, informative, useful) source.  At the end of the “research time” 
they will share their sources with the people in their groups or on their rows.   

3. If they have a duplicate resource then they are out of the “race”. (Hopefully 
this encourages them to look “deeper” than the very first thing that comes up 
in Google). 

4. Each group should choose one source to represent their group.  They should 
explain briefly what they think the source is about and why they decided that 
it was the best (credibility of the source, clear abstract, most closely related 
to the topic etc). 

5. As a class you can decide which one source “wins” the race. 
6. Debrief.  What did they learn?  How might this affect their own or future 

research practice.  How can they use the information that they compiled? 

*Alt. ending:  You can have students work as a group to compile the sources 
they found in a “works cited” format and email them to you or to a class scribe 
to create a full class list. 

 

Writing Roundabout 

Activity Objectives: 

Start the writing or composing process 

Break “writer’s block” 

 

Steps: 
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1.  Students should write without stopping for a set period of time (3 min 

seems to work but again you will have to know your class).  Content doesn’t 
matter in this activity.  If students are unable to write, they can write about 
the things that are keeping them from writing.  Often I ask that students not 
use the backspace key. 

2. When time is up, students switch computers and offer feedback or thoughts 
about what their partner has written. 

3. Debrief.  Where did they struggle in the activity?  What kinds of feedback 
were useful?  How can they take what they have written (usually just a piece 
of what they wrote) to expand into the larger piece that they want to work 
on?  How can they use this type of activity to help them when they are 
approaching writing tasks outside of your classroom? 

 

Discussion Fruit-basket Upset 

Activity Objectives: 

Students discuss (but not in a traditional verbal discussion). 

Help students who don’t always participate have their ideas heard in the classroom. 

Help to mitigate the “over-talker” in your class. 

 

Steps: 

1.  Have students open a word document and respond to a discussion question 
or a prompt. 

2. Have students switch places and switch ink colors. 
3. Students should respond (in a discussion-type manner) to the writing that is 

there.  (I give students “discussion stems” to start their response. ie “I agree 
with you because. . . “ “I agree with you but,. . .” “What I understand you to 
say is. . .” “I disagree with you because. . .” 
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4. Switch as many times as your class will tolerate (4 times is usually the max) 

having students change ink color each time. 
5. When you have switched for the last time, have students review the 

discussion in front of them and share important points. 

 

Weekly “Temperature” Check 

Activity Objectives: 

Assess what students have learned (or what they think they have learned in a 
week). 

Assess what you have actually “taught” that week. 

Give you direction to plan the next week’s lessons. 

Give you the opportunity to address questions or concerns. 

Steps: 

1.  Have students take out a piece of paper (or open an email to you). 
2. Have students respond to three prompts. 

a. What is one thing you have learned this week? 
b. What is one thing you are still confused about? 
c. What questions or concerns do you have? 

3.  Once you have compiled the responses, you can respond individually to 
students or to the group either in email or in person. 

4.  Use the responses to plan your class activities for the next week (ie there 
may be things that you need to cover again or that you need to cover in a 
different way). 

*This is a great activity to use repeatedly. (For example, you might use this 
activity at the end of the class every Friday).  Students get used to the activity 
and tend to become much more sophisticated in their responses and questions.  
It can also be “comforting” to some students to know that they have a voice in 
the classroom on a regular basis. 


